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DESCRIPTIVE
The Cedars of Lepanon.

As we enterod the lust defilo the minstrels and singers of the earavan e
pmoon. Altars fumed from various points of the chasm above: and Syrian priests
were seen in their robes performing the empty rites of idolatrv, | turned away from thie
perversion of human reason, and passed forward through th lingering multitude, untill

nneiesd @

the forest rose in its majesty betore me. My step was caoc L solenn admiration, I
saw the earliest produce of the earth —the pitriar evoving globe had sat beneath
these green and lovely arches ; tie fi ¢ ) o satb i g them.  No roof so
noble ever rose above the heads of monarchs, though it we wered with goid and dia-
monds. The forest had been greatly impiired i extent and beau'y, by the sac tlegeous
hand of war. ‘T'he perpetlu i conll ity of it Nyrian and B VP d nasties aid the axe
to it with remorseless violation. It encesorerd over tha whaole ranze oteth onntaing
its diminished strengih now, like the r 0 riny, made it stand cnong the
central fortresses of its native region; and there majest y bade defianez to the further
assault of'steel and fi-e. 'I'he forns of the trees seemed mide (- duration § the trunks
were of prodigious thickness, smooth and round as pillars of'marble, -ome (ising to a great

hsight, and throwing out a level roof of folinge, some dividing into a cluster «f trunks,
and with various heig s of bhranch and loafy making a saceess.on of verdarons caves j some
propagating thomsaelves by cirel s of yoang coders, risen waers L irwt hud deop x4 apon
the ground ; the whole bore the aspect et'a enlos=al temple ol'natara—the shafied ¢ lumn,
the dux:;. .xi'«:h, tho solid buttresses branchine off into the richest ¢ iprices ol orientar arcn.

itecture, the solemu roof high above, pale, yet painted by the steong sunlight through the
leaves with transpurent and tessellated dyes, rich as the color of the Indian wines, In
the momentary fieline of awe and wonder, I could cemprehend wiy paganism loved to
worship under the shaue of forests ; and why the poets of paganism filled the shade with
the attributes and presence of deities. The airy whisperings, the loneliness, th2 rich
lWllighL were the food of mystery. Even the forms thut towered bafore the eyes, these
ancient trees, the survivors ol the general law of mortality gigantic, hoary, covered
with their weedy robes, bowing their hags in the blasi and utl ring strange sounds and
groamngs in the struggle, gave to the '1,:1 L wrotnrat supersution of the soul, the image of
of thingsunearthly, the oracle and the God! Or was this impression bat the obscure re.
vival of one of those lovely truths that shone upon the days of paradise, when Inan
drew knowledge frsm'its fountain nuture; and all but his own passions were disclosed to
the first born of creation !—=Salathiel

Tae MascaL Prant.—This extraordinary vegetable production, (a deseription of which
has never been published) is only to be found on the Rio Grande, ani its tributary streams,
N. W. of the Mexican re; 1blic—it, grows spoitanenuszly on the most barren and sterile
mountains in that wml:),& is as 1 wch esteemed as an article of food by the MexicanIn.
dians as isthe Buffalo, the Elk, and the Deer, by their more Northern neighbors. Th:
Mascal grows in the shape of ac m; o6 |

wd, & may be found as large in size as half a bar.
rel ; it is thickly covered with sharp prickly protuberances to the length of from twelve to
eighteen inclies, the root isvery sma'l, the head s also a thick coverinr of leaves, much

resembling in shape, those of ihe Plan v tree, waich are very joiey, and when prepared
for eating in the sumne manner as the ud fords a sweety and nu ritious beverage, an-
ISW('Ai!); every purpose |

The proce-s nsed for cooging | nt s very singular, yet il digressed from in a single
instance, the Maseal v sp 1 ed and rendered antit for usej it consists ol digging a hole or

pit in the ground to the depth of tour or five foet, whicn mast be covered with a layer of
heated rocks, on whieh the Mascal is placed wi h the root downwaed j a thick coat of leaves
and bushes inust e thrown uver the mouth of the the pit, over ull of which is to be lain a
a thin coat of dirt sufficient to prev:nt the heat or steain from escaping. In this silua-
tion must the Mascal remain (according to Indian computation) for three days and
three nights, when it muy be taken out, and will be found perfectly cooked, and wm st
delicious food. In flavoar it resembles a ripe mcilow peach, each suceeeding day adding
to its qualities ; it increases in excellence by age. On this plant alone do the Indians sub.
sist for months being perfectly satisfied with their focd, and esteeming it above all other.
a pound of Maseal is by them Jdeemed sufficiont satisfy sravi
bout half und of Maseal is by them ! d sufficiont to satisfy the eravings of hum
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