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- Thirty-TwoSpecificCharges
of Fraud and Election Crime
on Page of Canada’s History

A. B. Copp, M.P,, on His Res ponsibility as Member of the House of Commons, Makes
Most Serious Accusations—Soldiers Told How to Vote; Many Not Allowed to
Vote as They Would—Overseas Polling Booth of C. M. R. Graham,

I'ormer Mayor of London, Mentioned as Especially Bad.
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men high up. He mentioned specifical- ’
ly Lord Beaverbrook (Sir Max Aitken) |
and Lieut.-Col, C. M. R, Graham,
former mayor of London, These |
charges appear in' an adjoining col- |
umn. '
Names the Deputles. '

After reading his thirty-two specific|
charges, Mr. Copp read a list of the
deputy presiding officers in whose polls |
it was alleged fraud had been prac-|
ticed. He cited also a series of|
military votes of men resident in Nova |
Scotia, Saskatchewan, Alberta zmcl|
British Columbja, which had been en-
dorsed for Prince Edward County in|
Ontario.

Colonel Currie—‘“Were those
counted? The ruling was that
votes were not to be counted.”

Mr. Murphy—“That is not the point.

! If the fraud was prevented, that does
not excuse those guilty of conspiracy.”

Mr. Copp—"I am not discussing that
| branch of the question at this moment.
I am giving a statement on the officers

and men who voted in constxtnencxes
t otxwr than those in which they reside.’

Colonel Currie argued that there was
no evidence to show that the votes were |
not correctly given. It was nonsense
| to waste the time of the House in such |
a manner.

Thirteen Thousand of Them.

H.P. is thick, fruty,
a S

“There are <thirteen thousand ofi l’ld dCllClOUS
}them,' remarked Mr. Murphy.

. can be taken with
‘Proceeding, Mr. Copp cited a case)
the meat just

where 999 votes had been xmproperlyi
like mustard,

votes
such |

on
FRAUDS AND ELECTION CRIME, your plate

Dealing with the taking of the overseas soldiers’ vote, A. B, Copp, M. P. for West-
moreland, N. B. declared in the House of Commons yesterday that an investigation
should be held into the votes of soldiers polled in Canada and overseas. He claimed tha
irregularities had taken place in connection with the voting in Canada and letters re-
ceived from soldiers convineed him that in ta king the overseas vote irregularitieg nad been
practiced which amounted to frauds and an election erime.

Mr. Copp then }»rnm'r'dmi to read a state ment which contained direct charges in
this connection. He declared that a carefull y-organized conspiracy existed which dﬁntn
ed a large number of constituencies throughout Canada. The charges covered the various

jegations in connection with the taking of the soldiers’ votes which have been made at
; throughout the session, but covered a number of specific details not hitherto
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indorsed for Quebec constituencies. |
He claimed that the cases of al]egedl
fraud were not isolated. If his informa-
| tion was correct, in practically every
camp where the votes of soldiers were
| taken, the deputy presiding officers
had simply taken part in a conspiracy
to defeat the will of the people.

Mr. Copp proceeded to read a con-
siderable number of afiidavits from
soldiers who had acted as deputy-re-
turning officers in connection with the
taking of the vote, more particularly
at Camp Whitley. In nearly all of the
affidavits the allegations were made
that the soldiers were given, before
they entered the booths, envelopes con- y scretary of state rese iy
taining ballots with the question in Dt had been b t ¢ . | i J 1 \
Form B on the back of the envelopes i | i1 y \
already filled in. The affidavits in-
cluded those of Sergeant W. McCoy,
Q.-M.-S. Faulkner of 185th Battalion
and Thomas D. McFarlane of 156th
Battalion. The latter, in his affidavit,
said that he saw offlcers and non-com-
missioned officers fllling in the Form B |,
questions on the back of the envelopes, | ¢;
and that he had directed the attention
| of the returning officer to the matter.
Mr. Preston Under Arrest. tion pro
Copp read an affidavit from W. | T. R.
Preston, Opposition agent in the

1ited Kingdom, stating that he had
lht(" excluded from a poll, and that the
po:l had been held in his absence. Mr.
| Preston declared further that he had
| been illegally detained in the guard-
| room. ol
| Another affidavit was

ter had t brought up at this time.
Mr, Copp, he aid, haq referred to cer-
ta}n of the proceedings in connection
;‘Ath the electiong as fraudu but [m ,'Im and l':X("‘l*inl‘,
1e (Burrell) thought it was a I to N b i .

80 into the matter at such h st \ Z lineg of wanted f_’n)()d\'
near the end of the session. a3
out a single soldier's vote, he ) tured, but have
the Union Government had been so Quality and }vr‘i“(‘
unanimously indorsed that there was 0 i
no question as to the mandate of the
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i, ¢ good
Mr. Copp’s charges were
; state on my honor and
bility as a member

ment i
f day be manufac

as follows: toda; )¢ man

ballots for the Government

with a number of subjects of the been placed on our shelves

United States, were Induced to
falsely declare their resldence to be

who at in Brockville, In the electoral dis-
were | trict of Leeds (Sir Thomas White’'s
S0 riding).

| “That at the sald polilng booth,
In the presence of the said Lieut.-
Col. C. M. R. Graham, and the
deputy presiding officer, it was ar-
ranged that the votes of the mili-
tary electors whose surnames com-
menced with the letters ranging
from A to H should be polled in the
electoral district of Grenvilie, and
the said votes were so polled after
the said ctors }md been induced to
falsely AT domicile to be
in l"v ‘u“nb of an\( nEtl Im the elec- Mr.
W1 | 2
ber of (u /6”1; =

in the

I presence of and in the manner pre-
| scribed by
1
1
!
1}
i
|

the deputy presiding
om ReT,

Fh.lt military electors

fused to vote as they

but afterwards did
under compulsion, v > everthe
u ss, removed to re 2nts proceed-

r to the flghting line.

‘That mil:itary electors were not
afforded facilities for proper observ-
ance of the secrecy of the ballot acs
provided by the mlilitary voters’
act.

“That scrutineers, appointed
behalf of the Government, were
sworn In as scrutineers for the
Opposition by deputy presiding offi-
cers in polling booths where It is
belleved frauds were practiced
owing to the Opposition not having
bonafide representatives therein.

Beaverbrook’s Handiwork.

“That election aign litera-
ture which was dishonest and un-
truthful was circulated among -the
military electors with the authority
and by the direction of Lmd
1 ) ) Beaverbrook, and that the

I.ord Beaverbrook v an
Directed By thcers xmrtlr pant in the hereinbefore
*These fraud fraudulent practices.
acticed ponsible offic e ‘“That letters mailed through
£ 4 branch of the Brit-
addressed to military
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1d flora
.$3.49

I11¢ Irisi

Tablee an

‘\']‘\“'iiw

39 only, All Linen
i

design.

d'rrrt.*d

T

LOT 1S

handsome designs; size 72 x 90

.$3.98, $4.50,

Table Cloths, 72

splendid showing of Pure Liren (
election linen
France.
made practic

Mr.

87.50
SI2118

$8.50

$6.50
106, ha _l.‘ ONe (e

.83, . $6.50,

$5.00,

t LI,
France, Pure Linen
LLAQHA fons

n P 1 > 4
o A full range of lh,»n .\m 0

.)O

lr‘ui_
cted with

1nd] 1 L
charges were l(" 00 (,16
ceeding
Preston
for the U'\cr;u

There had t
intimated, sgardi ] he i ¥ Thita Rat
polling ! T v ; i 4 n1 Bat
under ", O'Connor Verv
turning officer, and M n i ) § o Y
yeral  pé i A y . ; Ol pInkK,

of the
electoral
and An . Ann’'s (Q
Prince ~ounty ((nnaw/,v
North " North, Edmon
ton, C Breton South and Rich-
mond, St. Lawrence and St. George,
Ottawa, Brome, Renfrew, Laurier
and Outremont, Wrigh

10 dozen

% | represented the Lit
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“THJ nvtdence \u!l bﬁ submitted
by me to a commission of inquiry
establishing the fact that there was
an organization to transfer a large
fraudulent vote to certain selected
constityencies in order to overcome
the legitimate vote of the sald ejec-
tora! districts.

““That in certaln of the sald con-
stituencies a fraudulent soldliers’
vote was polled largely In excess of

livered to the military electors to
whom they were addressed, and the
delivery of 7= said, letters was also
systematically deiayed by the sald
postoffice authorities.

‘“That ballot boxes and bags con-
tained a number of ballot envelcopes
tightly folded together In parcels
or wads too large to have been In-
serted In the sald bags or boxes
through the proper aperture, and In
addition, bearing dates show!ng that
the votes had been polled not on the
same day, but at Intervals of time.

15,000 Such Votes,

‘““That military electors voted on
behalf of and personated other mil-
ltary electors.

Un' after military ors had

VH("(‘ llot envelopes were fraudu-

ntly reindorsed, so that the votes

of the sald electors were trans.-

ferred to electoral districts other

than the constituencies Indicated by

the Sald electors in their reply to
in Form B.

were fraudulently
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elect

| transterred to an infantry battalion, and
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An affidavit signed by Pte. J.
rn wag to the same effect. Mt
{added that he had been forced to
for the Government, and
transferred to an infantry

| talion.
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the legitimate military franchise,
Ir‘v(nu"lr‘tles Overseas. ‘That the contents of these ballot
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Copp criticized the vote cast by
Brooke He said he had no per-
knowledge regarding Lord
domicile before he went over- |
= : | 1seas, but according to information he
e the House so late in the se thad received, his home was in Calgary.
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In concluding his speech Mr. Copp fronts
moved a resolution te the effect that an
investigation be held, conducted by a
judge of a court of superior jurisdiction
and two counsel, one to be appointed
by the prime minister and one by the
leader of the Opposition, to examine
into the taking and countlng of the
military votes cast at the last election.

The motion was seconded by Mr.
Archambault.

Burrell Makes Reply.

Replying, Hon. Martin Burrell sald
he could not understand why the mat-

LIEUT.-COL. C. M. R. GRAHAM.




