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WAS PULL USED TO.
GET PRONOTION?

Fire Chief Says Merit Alone
is Policy of the
Department.

APPOINTS HIS SON

Controller McBride Ch:;xrges
That Other Firemen Were
Side-Tracked.

As a result of the promotion of his
son, Lieut. R. A, Smith, to a cap-
taincy, vice Capt. Lynch, deceased,
Fire Chief Smith was subjected to an
attack upon his promotion system by
Controller Sam McBride. It started
while the board of control at their
regular meeting yesterday morning
were discussing the list of promotions
which had been submitted to them
by the chief for approval. Controller
McBride declared he knew that pro-
motions in the department were not
made for merit, seniority, or any de-
fined policy, but were simply made in
a haphazard manner. The whole busi-
gess, he declared; was simply a wire
pulling proposition. Lieut. Smith, ac-
cording to the controller, had been
promoted over the heads of men who
were his seniors by 14 years and this
was causing ill feeling and upheaval
in the department.

Chief Smith was sent for and upon
his arrival he was asked by ‘the
mayor if there was any wire pulling
going on in his department.

“Not with me,” replied the chief.

“Promotions-are made purely on
the basis of merit and for length of
service?”

“That is right.”

Cont. McBride wanted to know why

§0 many young men were promoted |

over the heads of older men who were
far their superiors in service and in-
telligence. 4
Chief Smith replied that these older
men had not received promotions be-
eause they were not good fire fighters.
Cont. McBride: “Then be big enough
to ask them for their resignations.”
Cont. Maguire: “I have every confi-
dence in Chief Smith, but I am going
to hold him responsible for eéfficiency.”
Cont. McBride: “Then I am forcea
to ask Chief Smith way he promoted
his son to captain when he could not
qualify as a fireman? He was made a

driver.”
Chief Gets Angry. ;

This angered Chief Smith, who
sprang to his feet to reply. Cont. Mc-
Bride arose,too, and the  two gentle-
men glared at each other across the
chamber.

Chief Smith, banging his hand on a
desk, explained that every man on the
strength of the department was a fire-
man, and that there was no distinction
between firemen and drivers. There
were two drivers killed at The Globe
fire, and drivers did firemen’s work
when necessary.

Cont. McBride: “I am going to make
a charge. Chief Smith has taken ad-
vantage of his position by making his
son a captain.”

Here the following list was produced,
showing that it had. been necessary to
ga down 19 men in order to give Smith,
jr., thig position:

Lieutenants and Date of Promotion.

1. G. Mason, October, 1910; 2, J.
Coulter, October, 1910; 3, W. A. Cal-
houn, June, 1911; 4, 8. Price, Novem-
ber, 1911; 5, J. A. McQueen, Septem-
ber, 1912; 6, James Potts, September,
1912; 7, A, Sargent, November, 1912;
8, W. Weir, February, 1913; 9, W. J.
Besty January, 1914; 10, C, Fox, Janu-
ary, 1914; 11, C. Sweetman, January,
1914; 12, A, Steen, January, 1914; 13,
George Henderson, January, 1914; 14,
S. ‘Ridout, June, 1914; 15, C. Stewart,
June, 1914; 16, J. F. Walden, June,
1914; 17, A. F. Bezley, June, 1914; 18,
E. Robinson, July, 1914; 19, A, Tomlin,
January, 1916; 20, R, A, Smith, Janue
ary, 1916.

Declaring that the whole discussion
was out of order, Mayor Church vainly
atlempted to close the argument, but
Cont, McBride would not be silenced.
“I repeat,” he declared, - “that men,
phyRieally and mentally strong, have
not been promoted on the basis of
merit or seniority.”

Chief Smith told the board that if
they did not .think him_capable there
wag only one way .out of the difficulty.

The recommendations were finally
passed and will come up before the
council at the next meeting for rdti-
fication.

DRAFT. ESTIMATES READY.

The drafi estimates submitted to
the board of control yesterday - by
Assessment Commissioaer Forman,
call for a total of $126,260, plus war
bonuses of $3095, making a grand to-
tal of $129,355.
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Don’t Suffer~. |
b i From Piles

No Matter If You Believe an Opera«
ttl'on Necessary, Send at Once
for & Free Trial of Pyramid
Pile Treatment.

REAL ENTERTAINMENT IN
BAIRNSFATHER PLAY

Everyday Life .in the Trenches as
Lived by Old Bill, Bert and Alf.

“The Romance of Old Bill,” asre-
lated in the fibh of “The Better ’Ole,”
is a stirring “story containing a strong
vein of humor and a message to all
who see it. Old Bill is played by Chas.
Rock, in whose * experienced hands
Bairnsfather’s character is admirably
presented. The striking charm about
these master studies is that they are
80 thoroly unstudied. The char-
acters reek—that is a sound word ‘to
use about the trenches—of truth. We
see Old Biil, that philosopher of the
trenches; Alf and Bert, those life
studies in khaki, the comedy of the
uniform. Khaki and cachinations is
the motto for “The Better 'Ole.” It
is better than any play. Only‘a per-
centage of people have seen the legi~
timate version. The screen version
begins with a prolog, in which we
vision Rouget de L’Isle singing the
“Marseillaise,” we see the Three
Musketeers of Dumas, “one for three,
three for one.” These dissolve into.
our modern trio of warriors—Old Bill,
Alf and Bert. We see them in their
dugout, making merry in billets be-
hind the lines, then "off to Blighty
and their welcome ‘ome. ‘“The Better
'Ole” comes to Canada direct from
England and will be yshown at the
Allen Theatre the week of Nov. 25,
for the first time on this continent.
The London Evening News says of
it: “‘The Better ’Ole’ is = meeting
with enormous "approbation wherever
shown. It gives real entertainment.”

PLAYS PICTURES
AND MUSIC,

“Experience” Returns,

“Experience,” that most wonderful
play in America, returns to the Royal
Alexandra for the entire week of
Nov. 18. Written by George V. Ho-
bart and produced by the Messrs Wil-
liam Elijott, ¥. Ray Comstock and
Morris Gest, the play has won pheno-
menal success in every city thruout
the United States and Canada during
the past five years. Also' a note-
worthy feature of “Experience” lis
that it has been endorsed by the
clergy, by parents, teachers and others
everywhere it has been presented. It
teaches such a strong and moral les-
son that no one, man, woman or
child, can afford to miss it. Seats are
on sale today.

At the Princess,

The New Princess will have for its
attraction next week John Cort's ex-
hilarating musical comedy, - ‘“Listén
Lester.” Mr. Cort has provided a cast
of exceptional interest that includes
Emma Carus and many other play-
ers. The most proininent are Clifton
Webb, Gertrude Vanderbiit, Felix Ad-
ler, Eddie Garvie, Hal Wilson, Pan
Travers, Ruth Mabee and a chorusof
dainty femininity that is magnificently
and startingly gowned. The seat sale
opene this morning.

Mutt and Jeff Coming to the Grand.

Mutt and Jeff, the cartoon come-
dians, made famous by Bud  Fisher
and the newspapers all over the con-
tinent, are coming to the Grand
Opera House next week in a new
g¢omedy with music, entitled “Mutt
and Jeff in the Woolly West.”” This
season the “long and short,” as these
laugh producers are known, will have
the principal roles in a play with the
locale laid in the golden west. As the
owners of a gold mine and with
visions of unheard of weaith, Mutt
forthwith instals himself gs Jeff's
business manager. During the weéek
at the Grand matinees will be given
on Wednesday and Saturday.

Shea’s Theatre—Vaudeville. -

A great comedy show with all rew
features will be seen at Shea's
Theatre next week.- Music ana
novelty abound in the bill, and Blos-
som Seeley and her. syncopated studio

ee———
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and Bernard and Rose wil] be among
the headline attractions. Paul and |
Mae . Nolan call themselves jesting
Jugglers. Their Juggling stunts are |
out of the ordinary and their comedy |
spontaneous. Shea's Theatre orches- |
tra will be heard in a special musical |
‘program, !

¢ Loew’s Next Week. f

Alice Brady in “The Ordeal of |
Rosetta,” to be shown next week at |
Loew's Theatre and Winter Garden, |
the zenith of her career to date. The |
Colinis Variety Dancers, in a series |
of artistic terpischorean specialties, |
top-line the vaudeville, with the fol- |
lowing entertaining acts: Brown and
Barrows, Paul Petching & Co., Arthur |
Sullivan and Mercedes Clark, and the |
University Trio. Loew’s war pictures}
and “Mutt and Jeff” cartoons round |
off the bill. :

Shea’s Hippodrome.

For next week the Hippodrome an-
nounces that it has secured probably|
the greatest production in motion pic-i
tures—William Farnum, in his great- |
est picture, “The Rainbow Trail.”” The |
headline attraction of the vaudeville |
bill will be the Seven Allied Slngers,!
Hank Brown and Company Florence
Henry & Co., Charters & Myers, Myr-
tle and Jimmy Dunedin and Billy|
Kelgard complete the bill. |

At the Allen, i

Next week Mary Pickford, in her|

latest Arteraft sucecess, “Johanna En- |

Try Pyramid first. It will give

y housand
quick relief and has saved t
from the knife. A free trial wi

lists,” will be featured at the Allen.|

| In this production Toronto’s favorite
| star has unusual opportunity to dis-

{play her wonderful ability., An added |
! atlraction will be the first episode of |
! “Boy Scouts to the Rescue.” {

“Ruggles of Redgap.” !
Taylor Holmes makes his biggest|

| hit in_“Ruggles of Redgap,” the pic-’
| ture feature at the Regent next week. |

He cdrtainly has the delightful oppor- |

{ tunity to get the most out of his rare

vein -of humor and Manager Elliott |
narantees that he is the funniest in

| this vehicle that he has ever been.

&R ——— '
Good Looks Without Good Health Are An !
Awful Disappointment. '
convince. Send today or better still, |

Fraik Bessenger, who made such a
hit last week, will be heard again. |
The Sociai Follies. {

Harry Seyon, who is this season at|

“I wonder what he thinks of me?” -

Another wounded soldier!

Never have | noticed so many on the
_streets as there seems to be today.

I wonder why that chap gave me such a
If he thinks I am a slacker
I'm not able to fight; but I have
done ‘my duty. "Here's my honor button on

searching look?
he’s wrong.

my coat to prove it.

I've bought ten Victory Bonds—put nearly
all my savings into them. Not quite all—that
hundred [ have left must be kept to buy Christ-
mas presents.

Christmas presents? | ‘wonder if this.

would be the best way to spend that money?

Let's see; I could take that hundred dgllars
and pay it as a deposit on four $100 bonds—
then pay the other $300 in instalments.

But that would leave me nothing 'to buy
Christmas present:

I have it!

This year I'll give Victory Bonds as pre-
sents.

But would the wife like that? Would she
like a Bond as well as the gift | was going to
buy her?

Buy VICTORY BONDS

Issued by Canada’s Victory Loan Commmittes,
in co-operation with the Minister of Finaner
of the Dominion of Canada.

]

Why she'd rather have a Bond, if she knew
it might save one poor boy from being cri/ppl'ed‘
like that lad there. k-

And the three children, every one of them
has been at me to buy a bond. )

[ could pay the other $300 in _instglmenta
—by being a little more careful of my éxpen-
ditures. And the wife will gladly help.

IMdo it 3 ,,

I'll take that hundred dollars to buy four
more bonds. [ wonder why I didn’t think of
that way before.

Let every Canadian do some serious think-
ing along these lines today.

three days left to set
yourself right with the boys who fought, toiled,
suffered and died—for you.

You have only

Today
life.

may be the biggest day in your

You've never known a day that compares
with it in opportunity to serve your country,
for this loan must be oversubscribed.

Canada show both friend and foe
that she is in this fight to win.

must

the head of the Social Follles Com- |

e |

) ile | pany at the Star Theatre next week

get a 60 cent box of Pyramid P p :

Treatnent at any drug store. “nt;; |is a comedian of ability, and is con-!SAYS TEMPERANCE ACT
the right thing wt °°,'m,P°ucmns. Esidcred among the best exponents of|
5{‘"’"\’~-.“’)V"‘,r sa‘}(oe{rudf;ng piles, hem=- |[clean Trish comedy. His methods are |
urri;c;l"i;: qmlp such rectal troubles |upique, and at all times keeps his|
ikl jaudlences in roars of laughter.

’tgle war was ovt?:: 'ar;g notr;r;al 1(::::1: | MOVING TO LEASIDE _:\;m: “Yes, that would be the out-
tions again obtained, dl! SOON AS POSSlBLE\I e time,

H lat the front for the past four years.
> The possibilities are that|This unknown had been econtinually
| the move will be made before that” sending anonymous letters to his em-
! —— ployers. He was -advised to consult

CLAIMS HE IS PERSECUTED. |'he chief of police.

IS HERE FOR ALL TIME | having had a fair test of prohibition,

{ should be allowed to express at the

| . S : . A |
i | polls their opinion upon that law. I . : ‘

Take no substitute. g phoceis That the Ontario Temperance Act| have no doubt as to that opinion or| Just as sooft" as the yards at Lea-

I ! The Very Idea,” which -New York, the C.N.R.

. 5 oa g -
i 7. - side can be made ready
i SAMPLE COUPON Chicago and Boston lau 111 is here to stay is the opinion of Rev.|expression. : | sid . i = ‘ ‘. :
14‘555%\%»1:1‘& COMPANY, "11;,3“;:1‘ the Illu\':l(l ilixa\r;ii'?led'g;' v“}}qléi Ben Spence. When asked vesterday| Rev. Mr.. Spence discredited the|will move from the present quarters  Claiming that he was being perse- CALMLY At’ffs DEATH
7 Pyramid Buflding. | week of Nov. 25. " |if any plans had been made regarding | idea that the men at the front want- | i, the Don Valley, it was stated yes- cuted by some unkiown enemy who | e o mve s thh 8
+  Marshall, Mich. 1 1 D a temperance vote now that the war ed the return of th« ‘enso  system, terday on reliable authority. In the claimed he was a German, Joseph| -aimi 4 :
Kindly send me a Free sample }§ | i § o v ¥ .| Cieman, a Russian barber, appeared ! playing checkers with the death guard
of Pyramid Pile Treatment, in | | SOLDIERS’ INSURANCE. .
plain wrgpper. { .

i said he di tem- | and said it was a slander to say it : .
!;)slagev?rryhzuch thing.dld — e dam gonzent to leave the vote en.fmoamzm(- the work is being rushed pefore the board of control yesterd:'iy.[a,, the Toronto jall, Hassan Neby,
| Speaking of the possibility of a re-|tirely to the men who have been|with all possible speed, the only ob- | He claimed that he had been dis- who will be hung on January 3 next
B & rotusr o i b R N Baaneh Satat *The fighting for Canada” 'he sald, “and stacle being the lack of sufficient charged from his -‘r,u:tf.irm thre times : is be littls dfitavbed B ithe
cily solicitor prepare a report on ! OT.A.is in as definite a form as any have na fear of the result. "'Tt #s the ek el He produced evidence to show Esheies ] s De y
) clalins Cub  suidisls’  USUrance vince of Onmtario, but the provision. i 4 1 expect to ad been naturalized a British  sub- | S fepul us ¥

'date. - N\‘wu made, and moved by epring?” brought the an- ject, and further, his eson has beed checriul )
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S At its meeting yesterday the board |

of control s
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