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III liarmoiiy with this sjiliit and iiKtliod of lo-npiratioii in
wnri;, these ihiinhcs, or niiinlicrs oC thi-ni, have cstahlishiil
schools in which nun may l.e trained to lead the ehlireiies in the
aeeoni|,Hshinent of the work lor wliieh the ehnrehes tlieniselves
have Keen lormeil. lleiiee, in tliese sehi>ols, the limits ol'all kinds
are the same as those to he found in the individnal elinri.'hes.
This is said, it is to he noted, not ot'seliools and eolle;,'es desi-jned
to hiriiish a ijeneral ednealion to all kinds of students; hut of the
sehools whieh have been established simply to edneate men for
the work of the Maptist ministry, that is, tlieolo;.;ieal seminaries,
divinity schools, and other siieli sehools, if other thereaiv, whieii
have no other end in view than the pre|)ariiijr of men to do more
vilieieiit work as H.iptist ministers.

The (piestion we are to consider seems, then, rcallv to he this:
Akk tim;ki-; ,\.nv limits to mh oiisi-nvKn !.\ i'i<i:.\ciii\(; .wd
Ti:.\tiii.Nc, iiv (INK WHO \visiii:s TO hi; a jist, .\.n iionokaiii.i:, a.mi
A,\ IIOSKST l'l<KACIli:i< OH THACllKK OF A ItAI'TIST CIllKCll?

IS a (piestion which c.-mnot lie answered Iiv an appeal to
il ilecl.iration or statement in.-idehy an v Baptist ehiireli.
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or asswoalion of chnrches. So tar as I Know, tlicre is no
cl.-iratioii or statement which li.as ;iny ecclesiastical or Ic-

amhority. Declarations of I'aith have, it is true
'

liaptists from time to time, and have hecn adopted hv individual
churches, or hv a certain j,'roup of churches; hut alw.ivs, it iiiav
he salely claimed, with the undcrstandiii-r tliat tliev were, in a
j:cneral w;iy, the expressions of the licliefs of thos'e who gave
them their sanction, and that they did rot make it necessarv
that each and every truth stated in any of them must he preached
and tau^'hl hy every ])i-cacher and teacher of Baptist churches.

Our (piestion is, then, to lie answered upon the hasis of the
reasons ih;it are to lie hmnd in the past history of Baptist
churches, and which appear upon aconsideration of'the causes of
their fonnati()n and the pumose of their existence in the present
time. For it is very clear th.,t, if Baptist churches areformed lie-

cause ot certain delinite causes, and for a definite purpose, thev
procure preachers and teachers for themselves on aecoimt of these
same causes, and to .aid them in aceomiilishini; the ]iurpo.se of
their existence. To deny this is to say that both causes and pur-
lioses are im,i<,rin,ary, and not real. To admit this, makes it also
necessary to say th.at no man can honor.ahlvand honestlv accept,
or holcl, the position of preacher or teacher of a Baptist church!
i! he wishes, or is willing, to find some other cause for his preach-
ing or teaehiny that tiiose which led to the formation of the


