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This defcriptton comprehends the grievous fum of accidentj
to which mortality is cxpofed ; the undiftinguifhing dcvafta-
tions of fire j the fury of the whelming wave ; the fuddea
death of the heads of families, with the firft miferies of the
Widow and the orphan ; deep diftrefs of various forrs, arifing
from contmgencles not eafily to be enumerated • in a word
all that foftens the heart of fleih within us, and forces ths
fympathy ot kindred natures.

At the fame time it is not to be doubted but that the exi-
gencies of your own members will command (and it is fit they
Ihould) your firft attention. It may lilccwifc be believed,
that to the aged and the defolatc of your country you will not
always be able to refufe an occaftonal afliftance. To your
credit, your books have uniformly exhibited penfioners of
this defcription

j nor is it intended, by any thing now ofFercd*
to dilcountcnance the humane and generous fpirit. To your
candour and wifdom it is only fubmitted, whether' it might not
be proper to difpenfe fuch aids with as frugal a hand as poffi-
ble, that you may have it in your power to meet deeper dif-
trefs and ftronger calls for compaffion, with that liberality
which you arc known to pofTefs, and to inftances of which
he who now addrefTes you can, during the period of his mi.
niitry, abundantly teftify.

2dly. This Society has long been, and may ftill be, emi.
nently ufeful, in two of the moll trying periods of our condi-
tion

i in the hour of ficknefs and in the article of death.

In the fluauations and uncertainties of an infant fettlement
and a fea. port town, the anguifh of difeafe and the vilitations
of mortality, come attended with circumftances of peculiar
aggravation. Here multitudes are met, from the various
countries of Europe and America, without previous habitudes
of intimacy or conneaion. Their refidence is precarious,
their union imperfea. They live in a moving fcene, and do
not contmue long in one flay. In fuch circumltances folia at-
tachment and real friendlbip muft be extremely rare. But they
are equally needful in every region of the globe. Slckrefs
and decay follow us to the ends of the earth, and wherever
they overtake us, fympathy and compaflion are ineftimable.

Little do they know the lot of the emigrant, who, a-
midft native fcenes, contemplate it through the medium of
their own fufterings, real or imaginary. While at the dif-
tancc of a wide extended ocean, under the incumbrance, it
may be, of a family, and the embarrafTments of debt, the pa-

rent.


