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ahar, cheap vases, and plastic figures of saints. On feast days these are

illuminated with tiny candles, and before them the inmates will prostrate

themselves in prayer. In many households a fiddle and bow occupy a con-

spicuous place on the wall. Religious prints, highly colored pictures of

the Saviour, the Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, and other saints, m touching

attitudes of suffering or devotion, adorn the walls. Those of the blessed

Mother of God or the Pope hold the place of honor in some districts,

while in others St. Vincent de Paul or St. Jean Baptiste are the favorites.

I am reminded of a surprise I experienced one day in seeing the walls

of the house occupied by a young Protestant Briton covered with pictures

of the "noble army of martyrs." As discreetly as possible I expressed

astonishment at his partiality for such prints, when he explained that to

them he considered he owed his wife. Shortly after his arrival m Canada

he happened to visit a farm-house where he saw similar pictures, with

which he was unfamiliar. The daughter of his host, a pleasant, bright-

eyed girl, seeing his ignorance of martyrology, eagerly sought to persuade

him of the merits and distinctions of some of the saints, and their labors

and sacrifices. These recitals, together with the charms of the fair talker

left deep impress upon his heart. From that moment he found himself

more interested in all pertaining to the saints, calling frequently for more

enlightenment, with the result that before he could become thoroughly

informed in saintly records, he was completely in love with the farmer s

daughter. He has since held all the saints of the calendar in high regard

gratefully recognizing that '.o them he owed his charming wife, and secured

for him the sweetest companionship for life.

But to return to the abodes of the peasants. The houses near the

cities or of the well-to-do are larger, have more rooms and conveniences

than those just described, and are usually built of stone. Most of them

have the same high-pitched roof covered with shingles, and occasionally

one will be seen with the second story projecting beyond the first. Ihe

ceilings are low, with supporting beams visible. These houses are better

furnished, but in other respects they resemble the poorer
;
the general man-

ners and customs of the inmates of both being almost identical. There is

often a large baking-oven connected with the house itself, and a well at a

little distance from it. There are well-kept gardens and orchards in c ose

proximity, the sole care of the women, and from which they derive quite a

benefit by the sale of vegetables and fruits.

The owners of the better class of houses leave them in summer to be

occupied by strangers, living themselves in adjoining out-houses. Ihey

make an honest penny not only in this way, but by sellmc provisions and


