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Edward Leigh, according to Home, " one of the most learned

men of Uib time," fi^ye : " All learned Hebrew scholars know that

the Hebrews h^ve no word proper for Hell, as wo take H^U."
Thus you see it is at least an open question among those who
believe in eternal punishment whether it is taught in the Old

Testam,eut. ''»»

In the GreeH translation of the Hebrew Scriptures known as th«

Sopt,u^gint Sheol is rendered hades, which word occurs in tl>e Now
Testament eleven times, and is translated into English once grave

and ten tira(?s hdl. Of Hades Dr. Campbell says: "In my judges

ment it ought never in Scripture to be rendered Hell, at least in

the sense wherein the word is universally understood by Oliristians.

It .is ye^y plain that neither in the Septuagint version of the Old

Testament, nor in tjie New, does tlie word hades convoy the mean-

ing which the present English word hell, in the Christian usage,

always conveys tp our minds. The attempt to iUustrate this would
be unnecessary, as it is hs^rdly now pretended by any critic that

this is the acceptation of the term in the Old Testament."

Of tiijO passage in ths New Testament in which the word occurs,

on which those who argue that it means a place of eternal woe
mainly rely, the parable of Dives and Lazarus, Smith's Bible Dic-

tionary, a standai'd ortiiodox authority, says :
" It is impossible to

ground the proof of an importj^nt theological doctrine on a passage

which confessedly abounds in Jewish metaphot-,"

'I'hen we have th^ word gehmna, which is said to be unquestion-

ably the place of immortal woe ; and our brother "challenges a«y

one to prove that tliere was ever a place on earth called gehenna"
My answer to thia must be very brief. He has, perhaps, heard

of Oaimet. I^ so, he will recognize him as respectable authority

upon the subject. Oaimet says: "Gehenna properly signifies tlw

Valley of Hinnom, a valley just south of Jerusalem." And he has,

( Moses) maintains a profbund silence on tbat fundamental article, if npt of political, at !ea8t of
rel^oua leeisli^tion—rewur4»mpd piuiisbnients In another life. He subBtitut€d temporal chastise-

ments and teroport^ blessings.''—Uilman, '

"-In the Jewish Republic both the rewards and the punishments promised by heaven were
temporal only; • • • and in no one place of the ILosaic Institutes is there the least mention, or

any intelligible hint of the rewards and punishments of another Ufa. When Solomon restored

the integrogr of religion, he sddreaied a long prayer to the God of Israel, consisting of one
solemn petition for the continuance of the old covenant made by the ministry of Alose^. lie gives

an exaot account of aU iti parts, and explains at large the sanctions of the Jewish Law and Re-

ligion; and here, as in the writings of Moses, we find nothing but (entj^oralretcarcb an;dpwNi<A-
m«n<s."—Bishop Wabbdbtoh.

" It is tiie height of ignorance to doubit this truth, which is one of the rnost common of tfa«

Christian Keligion, and wt^h m attestedhv (*U the Fathers, that the promises of the Old Testa,

ment were fem^rid an^ earthly, and that the Jews worshipped God only for earthly blessings."

—AVHAULD.
" This dispensation dealt In temporal rewards and pnni8hments»"—PAi-KT.
" It is conceded that Mosea did not annex to his laws the promised joys and threatened,

terrors of eternity."—Feof. Wink*.
" As for a future state of retribution in another world, Moses said nothing to the Israelltea

about that."-rAB0H«ieHOP Wbatei.t.
" We have not authority, therefore, decidedly to say that anr other motives were held ontto

the ancient Hebrews to pursue the good and to avoid the evil than those which were derlvwl

firom tba rewards and punishments of this lifo."—Jaun.


