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-mrry THE LAW OF liJ'H'P** > , 1tMi

PART I.

4&iD. III. TO
ikSk 1651.

FaWnq of fhe

Ce«»n.'nd on
ike r'avr^'ing

half Co the king and half to the perfbn fchmg*

But this provifion in Favour of Englifh ihipping

was to iafl no more than three years ; iuia we
find no other ftatiite on this fubjedl till the reigl|

Henry VII. '•-i?!f--,v ',-', '-A^«>.;.-
-•.-'"', ji^'^j^ .

But in the mean time a petition made by the

commons in parliament in the i8th year of Henry
6. is well worthy of notice. It was there prayed,

that thenceforward no Italian, or other merchant

of the countries beyond the Straits of Morocco,

ihould fell in this realm any other merchandize

than that of the countries beyond the Struts, on

pain of forfeiture thereof. And the reafon there

alledged for fucha regulation is, that fince the

Italian merchants had become carriers of the com-

modities of Spain, Portugal, and other countries

without die Straits, in addition to the produdions

of the countries within the Straits, thofe articles

were not brought in fuch abundance, nor were they

ibid fo cheap as when they were brought by the

merchants of thofe countries refpedively, or were

fetched by the merchants of this country in their

own fhips J the confequence of which was, not

only the decreafe of the king's cuftoms, and the

depreciation of the merchandize of this realm, but

alfo a great hurt to all the navy of the realm.

Such are the mifchiefs which were meant to be

remedied j and the benefits the commons propofed

by the regulation thus prayed were ftated to be,

that the countries without the Straits would be

more defirous of peace and friendfhip with Engr

land, in order that their merchants might have

lafc-condudl to bring their goods hither j and that
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