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adoption of such measures or such a warning
of danger to operate as in any degree an
abbreviation of the rights of American ship-
masters or of American citizens bound on
lawful errands as passengers on merchant
ships of beUigerent neutraHty; and that it
must hold the Imperial German Govern-
ment to a strict accountability for any in-
fringement of those rights, intentional or
mcidental. It does not understand the Im-
perial German Government to question
those rights. It assumes, on the contraiy,
that the Imperial German Government ac-
cept, as of course, the rule that the lives of
non-combatants, whether they be of neutral
citizenship or citizens of one of the nations
at war, cannot lawfuUy or rightfuUy be put
in jeopardy by the capture or destruction of
an unarmed merchantman, and recognize
also, as aU other nations do, the obligation
to take the usual precaution of visit and
search to ascertain whether a suspected
merchantman is in fact of belligerent na-
UonaUty or is in fact cariying contraband
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