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taken from my own poBseBBions, for my most glori-

0U8 king has made me many gifts. Thereto have I

added of the fruits of my own toil, and a great part

proceeds from the revenues I have drawn, either in

kind or in money, from the houses that have been

ceded unto me. Ye yourselves have given me

riches, and ye see here a portion thereof; but there

is here nought of the public treasure.'

"And the king was deceived into believing her

words. Such was the multitude of golden and sUver

articles and other precious things that it took fifty

wagons to hold them. The Franks, on their part,

made many offerings ; some gave gold, others silver,

sundry gave horses, but most of them vestments.

"At last the young girl, with many tears and

kisses, said farewell. As she was passing through

the gate an axle of her carriage broke, and all cried

out 'Alack I' which was interpreted by some as a

presage. She departed from Paris, and at eight

miles' distance from the city she had her tents

pitched. During the night fifty men arose and,

having taken a hundred of the best horses, and as

many golden bits and bridles, and two large silver

dishes, fled away, and took refuge with King Chil-

debert. During the whole journey whoever could

escape fled away with all that he could lay hands

on. It was required also of all the towns that were

traversed on the way that they should make great

preparations to defray expenses, for the king forbade

any contribution from the treasury. All the charges

were met by extraordinary taxes levied upon the

poor."


