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popular form of governmentt. The Im-
perial authorities vere slow to accede

to the demaiuis of the reform party.

Ambitious and unscrupulous deiiiii-

gogues strove to excite, iu the rural

population, a spirit of discontent and
disaffection towards Imperial control.

By their persistent efforts an insur-

r(!ctionary movement was provoked in

certain parts of the Province, and en-

couraged by the majority in tlie Assem-
bly. At this juncture, the Lieutenant-

Governor of Upper Canada was Sir

Francis Bond Head, a half-pay officer

and a staunch Loyalist, though inex-

perienced in political warfare. With
groat boldness, but with an assured

conviction that the mass of the peojdo

were sound in tlieir allogianca, the

Governor determined to send all the

Imperial troops out of the Province,

to aid in suppressing an outbreak of

more serious poportions, which had

commenced iu Lower Canada. He re-

solved to trust v.'holly to the loyalty

and good faith of the people in ITpper

Canada to sustain the Government.

For this apparent rashness, Sir Fran-

cis was much blamed by many at the

time. But the result proved that he

understood the disposition of the peo-

ple he had been deputed to govern

better than his critici>. Whilst denud-

ing the province of every British sol-

dier, the Governor spread abroad

spirit-stirring proclamations and ad-

dresses, calling upon the Upper Cana-

dians to rally and unite in support of

their institutions and of the Crown,
and by their own unaided efforts to

put down this wicked and unnatural

reoellion. His appeal was not in vain.

From all parts of the Province volun-

teers hastened to Toronto, and very

speedily this foolish and unwarrantable

insurrection was extinguished. The
policy of Sir Francis Head's proceed-

ings for suppressing the rebellion was

amply justified by the result, however
hazardoue it may have appeared at the

moment. But it did not meet the ap-

proval of Her Majesty's Government,

The Ministers then iu office had

evinced a disposition to tempoiize
with some of the men who were pro-

minent in encouraging the revolt. Sir

Francis Head's actions were of too de-

cided a character to please his masters.

Accordingly, soon after public tran-

quillity was restored, his Excellency
was recalled. The Duke of Welling-
ton, and other leaders of the Conserv-
ati\e party, warmly espoused his cause,

but to no purpose. For his assumed
r.ishness, atid for refusing to be a party

to att,empts to conciliate the men who
had seci'etly abetted the insurrection,,

Sir Francis was thenceforth made to

suffer, by exclusion from any further

employment in the service of the

Crown. A narrative of his Adminis-
tration, which he afterwards pub-
lished, reveals many interesting j)ar-

ticulars which would seem to afford

ample ground for his justification.

But apart from the personal question

between Sir Francis Head and the

Imperial Administration—as to whe-
ther he acted with becoming prudence
in the execution of his delegated pow-
ers at this critical juncture—^there

can be no doubt as to the effect of his

policy upon the people of Upper Can-
ada. In summoning them at this crisis

to rally round the old flag, and to prove
the sincerity of their affection to the

British Crown, he was not mistaken.

The great bulk of the inhabitants

heartily responded to the call. Not
only was the rebellion speedily sup-

pressed by Canadian volunteers, un-

aided by any Imperial soldiers, but
at the next general election the disaf-

fected party was reduced to political

in.signiiicance^

Thus far, it had been unmistak-

ably shown that Upper Canadian loy-

alty was no mere passing sentiment,

but a genuine and enduring principle,

ready to find expression with renewed
vitality and enthusiasm, whenever
the necessity for its manifestation

should ariae.

From th it period until the present,

we have buen happily free from the

operation <i disturbing influences re-

u


