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deeper, iutcuser inworking of the Holy Ghost. There is

a baptism of the Spirit, a receiving of the Spirit, a

cleansing work of the Spirit which is instantaneous and

complete. But there is a later work, the following up,

the filling out, the burning in of the Refiner which must

take time. God is willing to take the time. Let us he,

too. The figure suggests the most thoughtful care. He
sits down at the crucible. He does not for a moment
leave His precious work. Ho does not let the fire get

too hot, or burn too long. And the moment He can

see His face on the molten gold. He knows the work

is complete, and the fire is withdrawn. It is a great

thing to understand rightly the immediate and instan-

taneous work of the Holy Spirit in converting the soul,

and then in entering it and taking up His eternal dwell-

ing there through our obedience and faith, as our Sancti-

fier and Keeper ; and His more gradual and subsequent

work, in developing and filling our spiritual capacity,

searching and enlarging us, and leading us on and out

and up into all the fullness of the mature manhood of

Christ.

How wonderful, how gracious, how kind that He will

take such trouble with us, and, with love that will not tire,

work out in us to the end "all the good pleasure of

His goodness," and make us perfect in every good work

to do His will, working in us that which is well pleasing

in His sight through Jesus Christ to whom be glory,

both now and forever. Amen. Oh, that we might let

Him have right of way, and ever cry,

"Refining fire go through my heart,

Illuminate my soul;

Scatter Thy life in every part,

And purify the whole."

5. Finally, all this is for service. "He will purify

the sons of Levi, that they may offer unto Him an of-

fering in righteousness." This is God's great end in all


