
RETURN
To AN Addukhh from the Legislative Asst'nil)ly to His Kxc('ll«'ncy tlio Govonior Gem ral,

dated tlie 2'M\\ ult., pniyiii},' His Kxcellency to ciiuse to be laid before tlie Jlousu

" copies of the Itejauts and IMiins (sul)se(iueiit to tliose already laid before the

"Jlouse) of the Exploration of the country west of liake Superior, conducted by 8.

"J. Dawson, Es(|., ('. E., and party, durinj; the hist two years."

By Conmiand,

C. ALLEYN,
Secietary.

Secretary's OfHi'e,

Toronto, IGtli March, 1859.

R E P O R T S

Red River Settlement,
4lli July, 1858.

Sir,— I bejr ienve to nckiiowliMlgc ihc receipt ot' your letters

of the Ifith niul 20111 Aj)ril, coiitaiuiiij; inslruetioiis tor the jtuid-

ance of tlie I'^xpcdiliou duriiif; the present season. These insirne-

tious it will l)i; our endeavour to carry out to the salistketion

of the Governiuout.

V have now the honor to inllirui you, that as soon as the

exploratory surveys, in profjress at the date of my last report,

were completed, I set ou! on llie excuisiou I had proposed hy way
of the Mnnitoulm and Wiunipefioos Lakes to the .Saskatchewan

River, and returned by the Assinihoinc, reachinf; llii.s place on

the 2'.»th ult.

On niv arrival I found the men hrouf;ht here hy I'rofe isor Hind
waitini; for me,—the Professor himself haviiii; i;one west lo the

Suuris Kiver, and in order that as Utile time as possilile iiii;;lu be

lost, I iunnediately dispatched two of my assistants with eleven

men and two canoes to commence the work iiiilieated in yoin-

insiruclious, ri'tainiii}? one canoe lUid five men until such tiire

H9 I could collect provisions eiiongh to |)rev(iil the necessity

of scndini; immediately to Lake .Superior, where I'rolessor Hind
had left the supplies, hrinjiins; here only enough for his osvu

party. We have nowohtaincd a suHieiiMit snp])ly atid are about

to set out.

As the time nt my disptwal will not admit of my rrportiiif; so

fully as I could wish on the varioiLS surveys which have l)een

accomplished since the date of my hist report, 1 shall for the

present confine myself to a brief aecmml of our last e.ipedition,

mid a description of the extensive rej;ion through which we
travelled.

On the 10th of May, having provided ourselves with such

supplies as the settlement could afford, we crossed over to

Manituulm Laiir. There we embarked in canoes, and had a very

tedious passaftc afjaiiist stroiii.: head winds lo the uorlliwest end

of Winnipcgoos Lake ; from whence we crossed by tin Mossy

Portage to Lao Bourbon.

I

Leaving! my assistants to measure the distance and ascertain

I
the ditVerencc of level between the lakes just named, I de.siciided

' the Saskatchewan lo the (irand Rajiid and ex.atnined il. Uctnrn-

iiii: a^ain li> the Mossv l'oitai;e 1 divided the party —.sciulini; my
VAuri' Assistant, Mr.' Wellsj back by the western const of Win-

nip.>fri«>s Lake, Lac Danphiii and "the little Saskatchewan, as

\

detailed in b'sreport whicht I send herewith, while with lhe<illier

division of the party I aseeiided Swan Kiver, crossed from

thence lo l''ort I'cllv iind came down by the Assiniboiiie.

In order to bo the belter compreheiuleil in doscnbinji tli"

fieneral appearance of the country, I enclose a rouj;h sketch,'

i

hastily comiiilcd from our notes, li> which I would respectfully

I refer von.

.\ raiiifc of hiL'h lands, it will be seen, extends south-eastward

from thc'~Pas(piia Mountain on the Saskatchewan, in latitude

;
,'5.^1" ;!0 iNnrth, to the Uniud Stales Ixiundary line. This range

has in all probability, at some period, formed' the sonlli-western

embaiikmciil of a s^rc.il inland sea, which coveri'd the valley of

lied Kiver, ami comprised within its mass Lakes Wiiiiiipen,

' Winnipeiroos, Manitouba and the nnmenais sniiilU r lakes ulncli

are spread over the frreal alluvial Hat in which tluy lie. The

i counlrv, bounded ou one side b- this ransic, and on llic other

', bv Lake Wiimipci:, and the Inch lands lo the eastward of Red

! Kiver is an almost unbroken level, slopinj; very slifrhily to the

! Red Kiver and Lake Wiiniipeii.

I

Part of this extensive tract is open )irairic land, but b^- tar the

I firealer portion is .Icnscly wooded. A line drawn north 75^ west

I

from the coidluence ot "Rc.I River with Lake Winnipc!,' to Lac

|)au|ihiii would pass thronjih about an eipial extent of wood land

and prairie. From ihciice northward, a forest bnl r:u( ly broken

by prairie openiniis extends t.> the Saskatchewan. To the south

tl'ie couutrv lieconies more open, until, on neariniJ: the Assini-

boiiie, thewoods ciiirclv disappear, and an apparently bonndloss

•
'I'll.' Bkotoli above refsfrfil to i» cinbrno.'>l in tlio geuer.il iim|. now being

putiliAhed.


