
140 APPENDIX.

U

\i <

f
•

ft-: «.

,1

yet remain in flavery—The liberty of thcfe

they fliould be allowed to purchafe in the

fame manner as they have done their own

:

juftice requires it, and humanity will permit

no man to refufe felling the children to their

father. As to the value to be fixed upon indi-

viduals of different ages and degrees of utility

\

there is no prefcribing any general rule : this

will lay in the breaft of the proprietor ; and as

no pciibn will adopt this fcheme without fome

degree of humanity, or of juftice, "we may
hope the fame feeUngs will direct him to cfli-

mate with equity.
. • r-u...

It may be faid that no plantation can be

carried on with regularity, without an equal

number of hands to labour on every working

day in the week, which cannot be, when the

flaves have purchafcd the freedom of certain

days; however, this we prefume can produce

no fuch inconvenience, as without labour, the

flaves can have procured no liberty at all, nor

can procure any further ; and where can they

labour to more advantage than in the planta-

tion they rcfide on : fo that all the difference

is, they muft be paid or allowed on thofe

days, the ufual wages of the country, which
is no hardfhip to the mafter, as he has received

an equivalent in value to this day, and may be

cafily determined, as there are in every ifland

and province fome free negroes who work for

hire; and in tlie iflands particularly, many
flaves belonging to proprietors who have no

planta-
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