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It ii weU knowQi that tbe mercantile houses, which accumu*

lated all their capital in this trade, haTe in prosperous times,

made profits of from 20 to SO^OOO pounds in one year, a sum

pore.dian ^eji^oate to ,^h^ support of a civil jj^oTemment. ^
.^

The Committee beg further ^ state to your Lordship^ that the

people of Newfoundland have been paying for many years duties

on spiritiii and Wlhe, out oT tfiUih t^ ffdhsIiil£^H<JSIS Wf^nue has

arisen ; also a consideniible reVenpe is raised from the rents of

the public ship-rooms let under the authority of the Acr fil Geo.

J. c 45. ^iththe reqts for lands in t)ie, vicinity of Saint John's,

let out for! the purposes of agriculture, for viSici^ from Is, Od. to

90s, per aicre is annttally obtained. Gonsideraole additions will

be made to the reTenife eif the country from the duties on foreign

goods that.may be imported under the free-port Act. "there are

many oth^ source! of Ebvenue which cbuld'be resorted t# without

inconTeni^Dce, aikl whldh there ean be little doubt i«MA enable

the counti^ aaiply to:|ig(y thcj charges of a citH government.

Local g^Teitimsnts hfiTe been ceded; to the Canadas,. Nova

Scotia, Prince ^wardlslAod, Pei-qud^) ai^d f<H|fie of the most

inconsideikbli) is|findtii| the W^^t Indi^; while l^ewfoiindland,

of equal ii|ipoi[tai|ce to the parent state^ the moM ancient of her

possessions in Anierica< is dej rived of sipilar adrantagei.

The Committee in concluding their Report, beji; most' respect-

fully and earnestly tojpress on your Lordship, the necessity of

a goTemmknt'isuck as they retontmeiia. l4'othing'ei^4 <an be of

much service & &e dtfuntry, of ^^if/ t^e jnif^^ftel of the

people-
:
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The Committee have been inforii|^,;t)latit ii the in^ntionof

his Excellency the Governor to recommfnd to' your 4<ordship,

that a Governor and council should OM^p^^^

powers;—such an unconstitutional government would be«most ob-

noxious, and, the people would prefer remaining in their present

state. The Committee, therefore, most humbly request, that

your Lordship will not give your sanction to such a system of

ovemment.

(Signed as the preceding Letter.)
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