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Although larRp rtlilion> (i| ihr irporls nl tlicsc Ivvn ii>i|iiiit;iiil ;inil ino.-^l iiiitM*' img rxjirilitioiiM

wcri' priiiti'il l>y order (il ( 'iiMLsrc'S, yrl it Iwis liccn mi|i|m)S(iI tlcil (lir |(uli|ir liciiiiirnl wuulit mil

lie llicri'liv liilly iiK't. It was hUo JiuIitciI rxpi'iliiMil Id priiil llit' work in it t4hii|ic wliich inii;lil

ivrifliT il iiccrsHJblf Id rvrry rciidrr; divrsliiiir i| of iIk- sciriitilic dcliiils, and llir iiHtrnnnniicid

iihscrvuliniis 'ind (idcidiit'ions, wliifli, alllumi'li ol' the lii^hi'si iiniMirlaiicc In tlu' Irrtrni'd fi-vv, coidd

Udl l>i' s(i|i|i()scd to allitrd inalcriiil intrrcsl lo iho RWioral rciidcr. A work ol lliis dcscriplion should

[lOHHPHM rvrry fucilily for diMsnnination. '["Iicrc^ is nol an individual in om cnlirf iiopulalion lo

whom its diiails am nol of irniiortaiwc; Ihcrr is scarcely one lo whom its liases wHI not atVord

Crrat iiitcresl. 'I\) every citi/eii of the I'liiletl Slates il addresses ilsplf vvilh pi'diliar lorce, a-, re-

InliuR entirely lo Ainrricau aHiiirx, as heiii'^ the result of Auieriean enlerpiise and wkill, and a.

dcvplopint; /nailers of \\\v ulinosi importance to American inlercsls. It is entirely a /lau/r innnn-

fiiclnri', ami il needs no oilier protertioii than that chcprin-i approbation wliicli the piihiislier (wi:,

-lire tlie palriolisni of his fcllow-citi/ens will award lo so meritorious a [troihiction. To the sei

riililic puhlii' abroad, as well as lo the liberal minded and iinpiirini; reader ni cverv country, llip

work uill be very accpplnble; cxhibitini; as il does a new \ws,i\ in tht- history of the world's sur-

face, and spreading out before the eyes ol iiiankiml some of the •.raiidost scenes in nature, which

had scan'cly iver before been viewed by civilized man.

'Japtaiii I'hdmont appear.-; to have been peculiarly well adapted for thu command of these ev

pnlitions. Posscssfid of more then an averasji' share id' bodily vii^or, and mental energy and c-i-

paoity; <pialilied by scicniilie attainments, and an ardeni love of nalurc; and imbued with a la te

toi investiiraliiit; the arcana of the mineral, venelable, and animal kin;,'doms, li'm, vet concil-

iatory in his intercoms.'; modest, yet di'.'iiilied in his niinners; iilleily regardless of .self, but leel

ingly alive lo the comforts, the rights, and the i)iivilege.s of others; blending tho decision and the

vigor of a strict disri[)liiiarian, with the kindiic-s and coiisideralion of a fiiend, lo all who shared

vvilii him the perils and privations of hi.i arduous joiirnoyings— vvilh this combinalioti of (jualitie-,

hc> success is not to be wondrreii at,- Seldom have so many accessories lo suci-e.ss been united m
the leader of such expeditions.

The first of lhes(! expeditions terminalcd at the Rocky mounlains, and at the two point, ol

greatest interest in that ridge—namely, the South I'ass, and Fremont's Peal;; the former being the

lowest depression of the mounlains, through which the road lo Oregon now passes; and (he latter

the highest elevation, from the base of which four trreal rivers take their rise, and f1(tw in oppo-

.site directions, toward the rising and the setting .sun. 'J'hc, .second, afler approaching the

moiuUains by a dilVerent route, eonnerts with the first expedition at lUe Scnith Pass, and Ihenre

finds Iho great theatre of its labors west of the Rocky inountains, and liclwcen the Oregon

river and North California. The thinl expedition, now commencing, will be direcled lo that .see

luin of the Kocky mountains which y;ives rise to the Arkansas, the Itio <irande del Norte, and thm

Kio (Colorado of (lalifornia; and will extend west ami southwest of that section, so as to examine

the country towards the Pacific ocean, ascertain the lines of commnnicatioii between the nionntain.s

and the ocean in that latitude, and comiilete the examination of the (ireat Salt I.ake, and of the

interesting region which embosoms it.

The first expedition west of the Mississippi, under the direction of the (.iovernment of the United

States, vva.> that of Lewis and Clauke, which has been justly characterized as one of the most

cxlraordinarv of the age. Il vvas made in 1801, '.0, and 'fi. These bold advenlurcr.-s first made


