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While wiiitiiif^ at Port Ks.sington for a steamer to Vancouver, T went to Port
.Simpson, and liad a look at its liai'hour us well as at the western portion of Work
Cli.'innel, along which a railway line from the Skeenu Hiver to Port Simpson would
necessarily have to 1)0 located.

Jieturning to Port J'ksington, I picked u[) my party and tinally reached Vancouver
on Octoher 12.

From the time we left Ha,/elton until our return llnre. about ."if))) miles of actual
explorations were made, and .'i.lu miles travelled hy trail ; this latter, added to the dis-

tance to I iuzelton from Ashcroft, 550 miles, uiakes 1,080 ndles by trail. The canoe
trip to Port Kssington was about loO miles : so we have a total of [,2'M) miles of horse
anti canoe travel between Ashcroft, on the Canadian Pacific Railway, and Port I'lssing-

ton, oil the PaciliL- coast, from May 20 to Octoljer 1.

W^itli this preliminaiy report, I bog to file a small sketcli map showing my explora-
tions of this season. (Scale of 10 miles to the inch.)

The whole respectfully submitted,

December 5, 1S99.

JOHNS. O'DWYEH,
Enyini'i'v id r/iar</i

CoLLlN(iWOOI) SCHKEIIJKII, Esq., C.M.G,,
Cheif Engineer and Deputy Minister,

Department of liailways and Canals.

Ottawa.
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