
Goveni-

ds upon

ry fairly

li with

Oi Ame
lllilior it

ill rela-

it. is ill

dnration.

\\w Oth

e, if she

country

iity, and

-makinir

) not sen

run wore

ry. And

Icclpd un

It seems

oad (iiies-

The ini>-

edored to

lio Uocky

i» hor do-

jrant lier

I ion of tlie

It no sucli

' you can,

k will bo

nioro than

inblejndg-

tudinarian

1 from iiis

land, if the

ivowed as

country's

lough this

! whuhi of

n a party.

ry's cause,

lin. This

rade it by

iter in re-

istion they

t dishonor.

by such re-

be bound

been nn-

le, and no

act of the British fiovermnrnt, or her minister, can change the aspect so as to reinstate the propo-

sal, or rrqnirn the Presidrnl lo renew it. There is nothing for England to accept, nor is there

any thing from which the President would liave to recede : or, secondly, it assumes that Great Bri-

tain will propose the same line, the I'J^, that has been once submitted to her. What England

will propose I do not know, but if she should jiroposi^ the 49°, it becomes now her original propo-

sition, and the Pree'dent is no more liouiid to accept it, than he would be any other pro|H>sition she

might submit. I maintain there is no riilent' liDiiur for a nation that is not applicable to tiie citizen,

and there is no rule, of honor for the individual thai conflicts witli the rule of law, of right, and of

sound morals. Tliis rule between ailversjiries allows one of the parlies ma^nanimovsly to offer

terms by which ho would yield his own rights—yea, even to buy jieaco : and it shall not bo eon-

verted into an acknowledgment of right, nor .shall it create obligation. And if the offer is reject-

ed, no prejudice shall arise. And even peiidinir '^"^ offer, if any circum.staiice shall arise af-

fecting the right or the principle, it may l»c withdrawn j and after it has been rejected, the same,

or a similar offer made, need not be uccepl.od. No right is admitted—no honorable, legal, or

moral obligation is incurred or violated in any such case. Neither the offer nor the refusal can

even be given as evidence, is the universal language of law amongst civilized men. How, then,

stands the question? The President has given his rensons, and they are neither those of avarice

nor of /e«r, but in his own true chaTaeler mid that tf his countrymen, he offered the 49°, be-

lieving, as he well might, that a great and a mighty nation like Kngland would appreciate the

magmmimity and the generosity witli wiiich the offer was made, and respond to it from the same

high motives. In this the President was mistaken. The aspect is now most materially changed.

An important circumstance has arisen which interposes. The offer was made on the 12th of July,

1845—it was rejected on the :<J'Jlli of the same month. During the succeeding month, of August,

or perhaps September, the intelligence was received here of an avowal by a powerful nation, that

strikes home to the principle and covers this very (jueiition. From whence came this, and what

was it 7 Why, Mr. (Chairman, it was from the first minister of the nation, with whom we have

been upon the most friendly terms, and with whom (very generous and friendly emotion of the

American heart has been associated, and desires to continue, whilst the name of him wh(» adorns

the canvass on your left shall have a place in our renembrance ; and whilst we were as.serting our

title to Oregon to be clear and iin(]uestionable, and with the consent of Texas we had a right to

annex her to our Union, a philosophic.tl indifference is avowed in the startling announcement that

France would not further interfere with these questions nor our rights, ttian to maintain a haiunee

of potpcr on these continents. How was this announcement received? Why, sir, the first mo-

tnent was one of silent but universal surprise; the second was one of as universal deliberation; and

this was sui^R^ebid by a settlerl detortniiiaUon of the American people to resist every such attempt,

emenate from whence it might; and in doing so, and in maintaining our own principles and our

rights, to resist all future co/o/iirrt/io/i and acquisition i){ domininn on this continent. The Presi-

dent felt with his countrymen, and in his message could do no less than oxpreas their sentiments.

He has done it in the language he u.=!ed on this subject. It is the language of truth and our national

preservation. And the President cannot go back, as he will do, if he compromises the Oregon

question.

There is another matter that has arisen, since this proposition was submitted to the British mi-

nister, that is not to be overloo ed. Whilst tho.se who oppose this notice denominate it a war

measure, and portray its consequences, there is what I denominate a peace policy, and h has its

consequences. I will not say in that policy there is any attempt to manufacture Presidential capi-

tal, but I will sjiy to those who charge such an attempt on the supporters of this notice, that the

Oregon question is of sucli magnitude vvitii the American people, that it will grind to dust the

name of any man who may attempt to associate himself with it for the Presidency.

On the I3th of November last a Convention was held at Memphis, over which a distinguished

gentleman presided. That gentleman now heads the opposition in Congress to the present mea-

su re, and whether it be from a desire to hold a balance of power to control the Executive^ or not.


