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362 SEAL LIl'K ON THK PKIMILOF ISLANDS.

FOXES.

After we |)iihs the tinilu'r belt to t\\v w«\st\vai(I we tiiid Imt very littlt;

piiiie, the only viihiable land animal on the Alentian chain of islainis

bein^' the fox, which until recently was a.source of income to the natives,

who spent the greater ])art of the winter hnntin;;' and trapping' the

aninnd.
All that has been said about the wanton destruction of deer can liu

said with etpial tinth aliout the wiiolcsale poisoning; by which wliolf

islands arc stripped of their foxes in one winter, and the native hniitcr

and his children left to starve. So systematically is the worU done and
8o desperate are the ^an^ en;>a;;cd in it that those who know them best

are very careful to say least about them.
Memliers of the j-anff are to be found wlierever tln're is money to he

nnide suddenly by illc^itinnite nu'ans. In the iishin;; season they diiiii

the streams, <taptnre tli<> salmon by the (|inintity. and sell them to tlic

iH'arest cannery for what they will lu'in;;. They never takt' the tionlilc

to tear down the dams. They are to l>e found in schooners in the early

M])rin}; hunting the sea otter in forbidden waters. Tliey ao to licring

Sea after seals, and last season some of tlnMii made a successful I'aid mi

a trading |)ost and rol>be<l it of sonu' ].'> <u- IM) tine sea-otter sUins. valued

at $7,0(M> to JJtHMHM).

CJenerally they wind up the year's pinmler by selectin;"- a }»roup of

islands, where they spend the winter poisoning' foxes and .secnrinj; tlio

pelts. These are tin' nn-n who are armed to the teeth with the best

modern breeidi loading; arms; nu'U who own switt sailin;>° schooners, in

whi(!h they <!arry car<>(>es of whisky from IJritish ('»>luml»ia, ami, follow-

iuii the Alaskan coast and Indian settlenn>nts, )>eddle it out to natives

for whatever skins and trinkets they nniy have to spare, aiul havin;;

made them drunk, they sl'p in and rob them of everything.
No etVort has ever been nnnle to break up their nefarious business,

ami now they swayjjer into «'ourt as thou;>li the (lovernment were an

intruder, and liste]i awhile to the proceedings; Just lon^' enon{;li tu

assure themselves that their tools at the bar and in the Jury box are

doinjf their duty

—

to the jjanj;.

The perpt'tual presence of a revenue iaitler that would patnd tlio

inner waters of Alaska from (Jape Im>x to <3hih',at and Sitka, aided by

armed steam launches stationed at convenient points alon^ the route,

is the only i)racti<'al method that I know of by which the present dan
genms bands of outlaws can be suppressed.
With boats at his dis])o.sal whenever needed, the nnirshal coulil

enforce the law, the collector c<Mild follow the smujifiiers to their U'li-

de/.vous and bi'cak up the whole business atone bl(>w. .\s it is now.

all the ollicers in Alaska are utterly powerless to do anythinj;;, ami the

con.scquence is the laws are deiied ami deihled and spat upon.

THK SEA OTTEK.

The most valuable of all the fur-beariuff aninnils in Alaskan waters
aud the most widely distributed is undoubtedly the sea otter, which, if

properly protected by the tJovernment. is <'apable of ^'ivinj; i)rolitabIe

employment to the native hunters tor all time.

Beginning at Sitka they were to be fouml till very recently all aronnd
the coast ami Aleutian Islands as far westwani as Attou, a distance of

nearly 5,000 miles; but now, after a few years of hunting by the mod-


