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INTRODUCTION VII

Thc.i, as the Glacial Age had receded and drought
began, the cave men were forced to come down from
their dirt dwellings and to disperse. Here, too, is

anotiicT story. There may have been a great cata-
clysm; for thousands of tons of rock have fallen
from the face of the canon, and the rooms remain-
ing are plainly only hack rooms. The Hopi and
Moki and Zufii have traditions of the " Heavens
raining fire; " and good cobs of corn have been found
embedded in what may be solid lava, or fused adobe.
I'aiarito Plateau, the Spanish called this region—
''place of the bird people," who lived in the cliffs

like swallows; but thousands of years before the
Spanish came, the Stone Age had passed and the
cliff people dispersed.

What in the world am I talking about, and where?
That's the curious part of it. If it were in Egypt,
or Petra?, or amid the sand-covered columns of
Phrygia, every tourist company in the world would
be arranging excursions to it; and there would be
special chapters devoted to it in the supplementary
readers of the schools; and you wouldn't be— well,
just ail fait, if you didn't know; but do you know
this wonder-world is in America, your own land?
It is less than forty miles from the regular line of
continental travel; $6 a single rig out, $143 double;
$1 to $2 a day at the ranch house where you can
board as you explore the amazing ancient civiliza-
tion of our own American Southwest. This particu-
lar ruin is in the Frijoles Canon; but there are hun-


