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(Mr. Bergeron) had the seat stolen from
hlm, where, bribery was rampant, of tbe
ordinary andi the extraordinary klnd, w'bere
perjury w-as resorted to and where persona-
tion w-as rel>orted. Did the government
place the Justice Department at the disposa]
of the gentlemen wvbo were chiefiy interest-
ed in exposlag tisis wrong-doing? Not so,
ai it reinied for my bion. frlend from
Beaubarnois and his frlends at great expense
of tiime, labour and mont-y to bring some
0f the more gniity ones to justice and place
tbem bebind the bars. Then tbe Justice De-
l)artnieflt uot busy, and wvorked overtime in
their efforts, and eventualiy tbey reieased
from prison one 0f the chief cuiprits on the
ground of failing beaitb. We saw tbe
Prime M%-inister's colleagues fleeing the
country lu order to escape personai service
for fear that they w'onid be brougbt before
tle courts of this countr-y to answer for
their political crimes and to explaîn 1mw
they had swept the province 0f Nova Scotia.
Tbev knew low they hadf swvept the pro-
vince of Nova Scotia by the most ques-
tionable methoqs and tbey were endeavour-
ing to take advantage of a legal qulbble to
escape from Justice. But there was one hon.
gentleman fromn whom w-e expected some-
thlng better, but wbom bad company bas
rather spoiled, the Minister 0f Finance (Mr.
Fielding) who, removed to another part of the
British empire, but who, when be was
brought back, took the witness stand and
categoricaliy replied to many of tbe ques-
tions that were asired 0f blm :I refuse to
answver on the advlce of my couasel. If
the hon. gentleman had nothing to bide,
notbing to screea, I do not tbink be would
bave taken that position. Wbat a contrast
that is to the position tbat my7 bon. friend
the leader of the opposition took wben be
w-eut Into the witness box and answered
every question bonestly and manfully, wbo
bad notbing to bide or screen, wvbo bad
nobody to defead and w'ho tberefore an-
sw-ered every question like a man. I do not
think that it is a comparison wbicb is at
aIl favourable to the Minister of Finance.

Then, again, we had tbe perpetrators 0f

the tl>in red uine outrage wvbicb *e bave
heard considerable of in the province of
Manitoba. I venture to believe that tbat
w-as an outrage the parallel of wbicb w-e
bave neyer -witnessed In any province of this
Dominion and wbicb for audacity and bold-
ness bas neyer been surpassed In the bis-
tory of our country. Returning officers,
having bad the clerk of the Crown in Chban-
cery send to themn tbe election llsts, sent
tbeir lists ln to be doctored, to be flxed, to
use thelr own expression at the time, by
whom ? by a judge of tbe land, an Impartial
tribunal ?-not so, but by a LIberal or-
ganizer of the province, Mr. Leach w-ho
kept a staff in Winnipeg w-orking nigbt and
day for weeks striklng ont names and dis-
francbising Conservative electors by tbe
wholesale. Wben tbese matters were

brouglit to the public gaze, did the Domin-
Ion government step in and offer to
prosecute the guilty ones ? Nay, nay.
When in 1896 something was brouglit
to their attention by the then Lib-
eral governmiient of the province of Mani-
toba, whicb refused to prosecute them-
seIve.ý, ent tbrew the entire expense upon

i!i Dominion governinent, and wben, in the
constituency of Macdonald, they claimed
tl:t t Iere were gross irregularities, tbey ap-
l)ointed several Liberal lawçyers in the west
to prosedute and they arrested a good many
innocent men. 11lany or the deputy returu-
iag officers were arrested. Tbey spent
$10,000 upon that investigation. Althougb
the bill sent lu was $19,000 or $20,000, show-
ing that these Liberal officers were out for
graft then, tue la-w officers of the Crowna
cut it do'wn to one-balf and the country
spent nearly $10,000 without securlng any
convictions. But, on tlis occasion what did
we find ?-the provincial goverament-like
the Whitney government-doiag their duty
by placing the wheels of justice In motion.
Tbey brought these parties to book and no
longer ago than three weeks w'ben the as-
sizes were on at tbe city of Winnipeg and
when these cases were called, whbat do 'we
see ?-a Liber'al lawyer lu Winnipeg ap-
pearing la court. In7 wbose behaîf ? He
appeired to represent the Dominion gov-
ernment. What for ? For the purpose of
prosecuting the persons accused of these
crimes ? No, Sir, but for the purpose of
defending them. Sir, 1 amn sure it will con-
siderably surprise the memibers of Iis
House to know thâat the treasnry of Ibhis
country is placed at thue disposai of these
men who have been arrested for political
crimes la the province of Manàiitobaý. Then,
again, there is flot only this thin red line,
but there are many others. You miglit talUe
the l'rince .Albert case. Wbile the govera-
ment were not directly interested, indirectly
they.were because tbey falled to prosecute.
A couple of new poils were opened and It
was the duty of tbe returning officer to no-
tify the Conservative candidate. He wvent
away, milled back to the Conservative can-
didate a notification of the opening of these
ne-w poils, then be came buck, met the Con-
servative candidate and neyer let lm
know anything about these polis. The de-
puty returning officers were sent ont to take
the vote at these. poils in the nortbern dis-
tricts. Some of themn bad beea in-the em-
ploy of tis goveramnent, tbey went out,
they did flot go near the place wbere tbey
were advertised to bold the poils, but tbey
mat down on 'the broad prairie 150 miles
north of Princee Albert, pulled ont their
boxes and pulled out their books, entered
150 fictitious names-I belleve the Rabbit
familly figured consplcuously amongst tbem
-placed 150 fictitious ballots In tbe box
every omme marked for the Liberni candidate.
Tbey dld not have the generosity to mark
a solitary ballot for the Conservative cau-


