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Publishers,

The Commercial certainly enjoys a very much
larger circulati g the b 4 ity
of the vast yepion Jylng between Lake Superior
and the Pucific Coast, than any other paper in Can-
ada, daily or weekly, By a thorough system of
;xcrsonal solicitation, carried out annually, this
ourral has been placed upon the desks of the
majority of business men in the district designated
above, including Northwest Ontario, the Provinces
of Mumitoba and British Columbia, and the Tesri-
tories of Assinibola, Alberta and Saskatchewan.
The Commercialalsoreaches the Jesding wholesale
commission, manufacturing and financial houses of
Eustern Canada, ’
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ONTARIQ CROPS,

Despite the damage by the leavy
rain just abount the commencing of
harvest, Ontario will have the blest
grain crop for many years. The win-
ter wleat crop, accofding to the lat-
est officla) estimate, will exceed 1898
by about 10,000,000 bushels and will
average 251-2 hushels per acre.
Spring wheat is nearly 2,000,000
bushels greater than lagt year, in the
aggregate, and the area of both wine
ter and spring wheats is stated to
have been larger than in 18988. ‘The
oares sown to oats shiows a further
increase, and the crop will aggregate
868,971,000 bushels, which s the larg~
est on record. Peas are about thoe
same a: last year. Rarley shows a
moderate reduction in the aggregate

crop, owing partly to continued -

shrinkago In the area. They lay,
crop is 600,000 tons greater than
last year. The principaf feature of
the Ontario crop record for a serfes

of yeaxs 18 the extension of the ares,

given to cornt and oats and the shrink-
age in spring wheat and barley.

OUTLOOK FOR WHEAT
PRICES.

At the time of writing wheat prices
have not held at the top notch whick
they reached rccently, but a moder-
ate reaction from the rapld advance
was only what might bave been ecaw
pected. The advance was so rapld
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that it would have been surprising if
tliero had not been some reaction.

The wheat outlook ¢ still very
strong. Reactions will come, but
nevertliclesy ‘we foock for a strong
market for some time. The statisti~
cal position of wheat i3 very strong,
amd from this point of viow alone, good
argument canu bo adduced why wheat
prices should bo maintalned at a high-
er leve! than they have been fdr some
years. '

The great feature of the position of
wlieat les fn the fact that the wheat
producers of North America hold the
key to tho sltuation tlis year. ' 8tocks
of old wheat axe short we may say
the world over, and in nearly all
countries outside of North America
crop reports indicate diminished sup-
plies of new wheat. On the other
band Canads ond tho United States
have produced good crope. North
Americn liolds chie principal wheat
surplus this year, and overything in-
dicates tlhiat prices will be maintained,
if pot turther advanced.

FLAX SEED,

A Year ago the price of flax seed at
Chicuge wag 64c to 6ic. Two years
ago it was quoted ot 98¢
to $.00 per bushel. Three years
agu the Clicago quotation for ftax
seed was ranging about $1.45 to $1.50
per burhiel. This season there has
been a wide range in prices, with a
very Strong upward movement. Last
week §$1.03 wars aguote! at Chicago,
while a week previous as high as
$1.20 was auoted.

APPLES.

Ontario farmers are contracting
winter apples at $1.50 per barrel In
the orcliard, or equal to $2 on board
cars. A year ago prices opened at 5O
to 60 tents per barrel and dropped
w 30c to 40¢ {n the orchards. The
apple crop of Canadn represents only
about 40 per cent of ai average yield
this year, but it will pay the farmers
better than the big crop of last year.

CRANBERRIES. )

Cranberries ane not llkely to be the
drug that they were last year. Indi-
catlons are that prime Cape Cod will
open in ew York about $5.50 to $6
per barret with light colored cranber-
ries ranging dowanward as to quality
and cofor. Growers belleve that in
the Cape Coqd district the crop will be
about the same as that of 1895, or
from 150,000 to 175,000 barrels. Thls
is considerably lighter thian the crop
of last year, when the shipments
amounted to about 200,000 barrels,
and when at Jeast 25,000 barrels were
left unmarketed. The New Jersey
crop is also reported to be light. The
Wisconsin ¢rop {8 not as much of a
factor now as it used to be, as the
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wlld cranberry marshes have been de-
stroyed and less attention has been
given to cuitivated fruit.

.

IRRIGATION IN THE
TERRITORIES.

Lust week The Commercinl gave an
Mustration intended to draw atten-
tion to the question of irrigation In
the western portion of our Territor-
les. The Dominlon department of the
futerior hus been glving much atten-
tion during the pust two or thireo
years to the mmatter of jrriga-
tion in the West. Extensive .ur-
veys have been made witl a view to
corrying out ocompreohensive sys-
tem of irrigation. It would not do to
go about irrigation work in any hap-
hazard way. It would mean a great
waste of Jabor, and wuste of water as
well, t0  begin extensive irrigation
work before a general survey of the
~ountry had been made. The knowl~
odge gainad by the survey work wilt
supply the informoatfor necessary to
snsure thz using of the avallable sup-
ply of water to the best advantage,
thereby providing for the irrization of
the largest possible area.

The last report of the Interior de-
partment glves wmuch space to irri-
gation in the Territorles. The first
noint referred to {8 the fact that it
is wrong to speak o any part or
portion of the Territories as arid, in
the sense that the country is barren.
The soll is generally good, and the
whole region produces u good growth
of grass every year. The fuct that
a large stock . raising industry has
been developed in tlie so-called arid
beit, will go to ghow thot the coun-
try is not sterile or berren. It iy
only arid in the semse that the aver-
age rajufall s not bufficlent for sucs
cessful  agriculturs. The molsture
from the melting suow and the spring
rains iy sufficlent to produce a good
growth of grass for grazing purposes,
but, one year with anotber, there is
ot sufficlent rainfall to make farm-
ing o profitable business in the south-
western poition of the Territories,

This sgme’ insutficlency of raln for
agricultural purposes is a benefit to
the live stock interest. Grass {vbich
in o moister climate is unfit for grax-
tug alfter it 18 killed by ‘ths frost in
the {fall, remains nutritive in this
western region. The grass becomes
cured on the ground in sucl a manger.
that {ts nutritive qualities ave re-
tained, and cattle grazing upon this
dry grose will keep in prime
condition for the butcher antil
late 1u the fall or early winter. In
fact, In & miid, open winter, cattle
will keep In condition fit for the
butcher nearly all winter. It ls s well
known fact that {n seasons of more
than the average rainfall, grasing
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