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law, especiaIy ini view of the fact that it ha& been recently said
by one in very high Station that the adminiattation of the crimia ai
law in Amerlos fa a disgrace to the nation. A very large propoi-
tion of thos who make the lawie are lawyers, anid ail of those who
adminioter the laws in the courte are iswyers, and thus tCe ques-
tion appeals pritnarily and perliaps most forcibly to lawyers.
The invinc4ie bourbons amnng the profession wiIl avoid or be-
littie the question with the fatuous obstinacy of the bourbon of
ail âges, and ail countries, but the lawyer whose face ie toward
the light (and 1 believe there are many such) will eee ite tremen-
doue importance, and will inake every effort to meet it like a
patriot and a mani. It ia certain that no criminzl co>de has yet
been perfect--no niethod of punishmen.t ideftl. We have pro-
gressed much ince the days when the criminal was treated az- a
wild beast and punishznente tçok the form of public vengeance,
but have we yet reached anything like philosophie treatinent
of individual cases or of the generai subject? It seemes to me
that no honiest intellect can answer the question with an un-
qualified affirmnati ve.

Delay or Mz'scarriage of Justice.

I shaJi not here discues thj much-debated subject of the
delays ini criminal trials and theo misearriages of justice by reason
oi the extreme technical rulings of some of the courte, the incom-
pet ence of prosecuting officers, or the too great zeaJousuess of
courte to enforce constitutional or etatutory provisions which
may be so magnified as to hoenper, raiher than promote, the
attaimment of justice. Ail of these questions are improtant, and
some of them are burffing questions; but they are receiring ear-
nest attention in substantially a&H jurisdictions, with gratifying
results, and they are fot within the scope of the present brief
eeeay. I w4eh to say a fev words upon the question of the treat-
ment of the criminal, both before and aft2r conviction. Do we
treat him philosophically, do we treat him fe.irly, nay, do we
treat hlm in the way which je calculated to produce the beet
resuito to Society?


