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FLOTBAM AND JRTEAN,

Unique VERDICT OF CORONER'S Junv.—'' State 3
of Arkansas, County of wemew, Township of mme,
an inquisition taken this 4th day of February, 1886,
w s ] P. for the county aforesaid upon the view
of thic Dead Doddie of se—we=, who is about 5 ft.
6} high, weigh about 130 pounds, dark complected,
find that be came to his desth by ————Special
Depiity Constable, the said —— attempted. to
kill the said ~-—m—e who after a tussle, managed to
choot him with a shot gun, which shot taken affect
in the stomach & killed him the said «————, who
was proved to be a desperate character from the
evidence & according to Law we the undersigned
Justice & Jurors find that s~ did the killing in
extreme justifiable homicide and that he done it to
save his own life—~$2.15 was found on his person
which was used to pay for a coffin and a bottle of
whiskey."

There is a painful ambiguily in che last sentence
of this verdict. Was the #2.15 used to pay for the
coffin, and for a bottle of whiskey? Or was the
bottle of whiskey, as we'l as the money, found
upon the person ot the deceased ? Ae there is no
probability that the verdict will be amended, there
is scope for conjecture,  As the deceased was found
to be a *desperate character,’” and came to his
end after a * tussle,” the presumption would be
that any bottle found on his person would be a
whiskey bottle, empty, not a bottle of whiskey,
We are therefore led to the conclusion that the
bottle of whiskey was bought with the money—to
console the survivors.—Es.

Tus following is taken from the January number
of the Law Quarterly Review. It is a very inter-
esting reminiscence -~

OXFORD, 23 Fune, 1753
In Michaclmas Term next will begin
A
COURSE of LECTURES
ON THE

LAWS of ENGLAND.
By Dr. BracrsronEg, of 41i-Sonls College.

HIS Courfe is calculated not only for the Ufe

of fuch Gentlemen of the Umverfitfy. as are

mote immediately defigned for the Profeffion of

the Common Law ; but of fuch others alfo, as are

defivous to be in fome Degree acquainted with the
Conftitution and Polity of their own Country,

To this End it s %'lopofed to lay down a general
and comprehanfive Plan of the Laws of England |
to deduce their Hiftory: to enforce and illuftrate
their leading Rules and fundamental Principles;
and to compare tham with the Laws of Natursand
of .other Natlons; without sntering into practical
Niceties, or the minute Diftin&tions of particular

Cafes,

The Courfe will be completed in one Year; and,
for greater Convenience, will be divided into four
Parts; of which the firft will begin to be read on
Tuefday the 6th of November, and be continued
three Times a ‘Week throughout the Remainder of
the Term : And the following Parts will be read in
Order, one in each of the three fucceading Terms. -

Such Gentlemen as propofe to attend this Courfe
{the Expence of which will be fix Guineas) are
defired to give in their Names to the Reader fome
Time in the Month of Ociober.

* ¢ Tha broadsheel of whish the above is & reduced
facsimile, and of which I am not awars that another
copy has bean prossrved. was found hy mne in a vecently
purchased copy of the aow somewhat rare * Priviiegla
Universitatis.” It would bs iuteresting to know more of
the eiroumstancas whish attended the baginniags of the
study of the Common Law at Oxfo:d. Blackstone's
prother-in.iaw and biographer, Olitherow, in the preface
to tho Ruports, tells us that the lectures of 1758 “* oven at
thelr commencemant, such were the expectationa tormed
from the acknowledged abllities of the lecturer, were
attonded by a very crowded olass of young men of the
first tamilios, oh ters, and hoped.” In 1763 Bluckitone
was sloctod to the newly four led Vinerian Professor-
ghip, and Beatham, who had returned to Oxford early in
Dacember, 1783, writes a3 follows: “I attended with two
collegiates of my acquaintance. One was Bamuel Parker
Cokes, « descendant of Lord Coke, s gentleman com.
monet, who afterwards sat in Parliament and the other
was Dr. Downea. They both took notes, which I at-
‘smpted to do, but could not continue it, as my thoughts
were cocupled raflecting on what I heard, Iimmadiately
deteoted his fallacy respecting natural rights. . . . .
Blackstone was a formul, precise and aifacted lecturer,
just what you would expect from-the charactoer of his
writings; oold, ressrved und wary; exhioiting a frigid
pride, But his lectures waro popular, though the sub.
jsot did not then exoite a wide-spreading interest, snd
his attendanta were not inore than from thirty to forty"
(Works, %, p. 45). Lord Eldon in the case of Abernethy v.
Hutehinson (1835), 8 L. J. Ch, 208 (for & reforence to which
I am indebted to the present holder of the Vinerian
chalr, Professor Dicey), says : * We used to take notes at
nis {Blackatone's] lectures. At Bir R. Chambers' lec.
tures alzo the students used to take notes.” It must
however be remarked that Eldon did not matriculate
#i11 15th May, 1766, the your in which Bleokstons finally
gavorad his connsotion with Oxford, after for some time
previous lecturing by deputy. Ho had resumcl his
London pyactice in 1750, and in 1781 had entered Parlis-
ment snd had become & King's Counsel. The Vinerian
Professor’'s atatutory right of reading by deputy, upon
whie™ Blaokrtone had successfully insisted in 1761, was
very o. .ply ded to his ssor, Bir B. Chambars,
whoheld the office for throae years after he had gone out
a8 a judge to Indla (1774.77). The future Lord Bldon was
dvly appointed to be his deputy, at a salary nf £80 per
sniRum, and a8 such {(noocording to the story whish he
told long afterwarda) had to read, soon after hie elope.
nient with Bosay Burtees, ** with about 140 boys all gig-
gling at the Professor,” & previously unseen lessurs, sunt
to him by Chambers, upon the Btatute 4 &0 Phil, & M,
0, 8, for the punishmeni of such as shall laks away
maidena has be inheritors, daing within the age of vzteen
years, or that marry them, without content of their

parets, 7. E, BOLLAND,




