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rapacious in exchange dealings with us. They 
are entitled to the benefit of a doubt. This 
question of exchange and the wickedness of 
the United States is much in the mouths of the 
supporters of the high tariff — so it is possible 
that their inability to see the truth of the situ­
ation is due more to selfish purpose than to 
lack of financial understanding.

In the case of the press I got an impression 
of opinion from an American who controls or 
influences a great amount of publicity. I 
called to see him to ask if something could not 
be done to allay the irritation and improve 
the situation. With cheerful cynicism he laid 
bare the real situation.

“To tell you the truth we are making the 
most of the irritation for party reasons. But 
the other party is just as bad as we are. I 
know it is rotten and even dangerous, but we 
are forced to do it if we want to get the float­
ing vote.”

Few men in public life are so candid, but 
he wanted to be friendly and to save me trou-


