SIEGE OF FORT WILLIAM HENRY

dians that, so far as numbers went, certainly
seemed to assure success.

By the end of July he had all transported to
Ticonderoga, where Bourlamaque, with the bat-
talion of Bearn and Royal Rousillon had been
since May, finishing the fort and sending out
scouting parties to discover the strength and
designs of the English at Fort William Henry.

Ticonderoga, which by being made the base
of the projected attack upon the English strong-
hold had become a point of great importance, is
a high rocky promontory between Lake Cham-
plain on the north and the mouth of the outlet
of Lake George on the south. Near its extrem-
ity and close to the fort were encamped the bat-
talions of Bourlamaque.

Two miles farther south a wide space had been
cleared which was covered by the tents of the
regiments of La Reine, Languedoc, and Gui-
enne, all commanded by Levis.

From this camp a road a mile and a half long
had been cut through the forest to the navigable
waters, and at the end of this road was another
fortified camp formed of colony regulars, Cana-
dians, and Indians, under command of Rigaud.

Beyond this at the edge of Lake George, and
at Rogers’ Rock, were stationed advance parties
whose business it was to watch the movements
of the English.

There were thus gaté\crcd within a range of

169




