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The following morniqg we again set out, and in

twelve hours more the sledge arrived. This trip had
occupied fourteen days, and I now determined on re-

maining a little at the ship, as 1 had slept on board
four nights only in six weeks. My excursions had been
chiefly made for the purpose of enjoying the summer,
but in the whole of the above time I had seen but eight

days of sunshine : the rest of the season had been plea-

sai^tly varied by alternate showers of snow or rain, and
occasional gales of two or three days' continuance. I

had hoped to be refreshed by an occasional leaf of sor-

rel, but none was to be found ; and the only real luxu-

ry I had enjoyed was a mess of fresh fish, and a glass,

or more properly, a tin-pot, full of egg-flip, which was
a greater treat th^n even the salmon.

i found that Mr. Hoppner had returned a day or two
before me^ paving quitted the party he hoped to have
accompanied to the northward. As might have been
expected of these uncertain savages, they only proceed-

ed to Cpckburn Island, and there, having procured
plenty of a^^ls and other food, seemed in no hurry to

depart. Mr. Hoppner, finding that no decision could

he obt^ned as to their movements, left them after hay-

ii^ wsuted a few days : they were very kind to him,
and as hospitable as I had found them in a former in-

stance, when the ships were not near. On that occa-

sion they constantly fed my dogs, and seldom, if ever,

begged any thing.

Mr. Hoppner particularly dwelt on the general hap-
piness and gaiety which prevailed at this season.

Seats' flesh, ducks, and eggs, were abundant; and the

days and sunny nights were occupied in feasting, sing-

ing, romping, and dancing. 1 was surprised to hear
that the women) particularly the young ones, amused
themselves by going out and watching seal holes, and
that tbey frequently killed these animals. Mrs. Kettle,

as it appeared, was quite a veteran in this way ; array-

ing herself in man's boots, she constantly went out with
the men on their hunting parties, with her line and
khi^tko over her shoulder, and a strong spear in ber
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