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request to Sierra Leone, being dissatisfied with both the soil

and climate.

" Shortly after the removal of these people, the insurgent

negroes of Jamaica were transported to Nova Scotia ; they

wore icnown by the name of Maroons in the island, and still

termed so, on their landing at Halifax. Their story is roplote

with interest : during thoir brief stay in Nova Scotia they gave

incredible trouble from their lawless and licentious habits, i i

addition to costing the government no less a sum tbnn ten

thousand pounds a year. Their idleness and gross conduct

at last determiAed the government to send them, as the

others, to Sierra Leone, which was accordingly done in the

year 1808, after having resided at Preston for the space of four

years.

" The last arrival of Africans in a body was at the conclusion

of the second American War in 1816, when a large number

were permitted to take refuge on board the British squadron,

blockading the Chesapeake and southern harbors, and were

afterwards landed at Halifax. The blacks now resident in

Nova Scotia are descendants chiefly of the first and last im-

portations—the greater part of the two intermediate having

been removed. Even some of these last were transported by

their own wish to Trinidad, while those who remained settled

down at Preston and Hammonds Plains, or wandered to Wind-

sor and other places close at hand.

" But little changed in any respect—their persons and their

property—they have passed through much wretchedness dur-

ing the lost half century. Their natural indolence and love

of ease being ill suited to our latitude, in which a long and

severe winter demands unceasing diligence, and more than

ordinary prudence, in those who depend upon manual labOi-


