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. Sir, I aflurc you^ very folcmnly, and with a vcrjr

clear confcicnce, that nothing in the world has led me
to fuch an undertaking, but my zeal for the honour of

this houfe, and the fettled, habitual, fyftematic aft*ec-

tioiv I bear to the caufe, and to the principles of go-

vernment.

I enter perfectly into the nature and confe(^uencc»

of my attempt ; and I advance to it with a tremor that

Ihalccs me to the inmofl: fibre of my frame. I feel»

that I engage in a bufmefs, in itfelf moft ungracious,

totally wide of the courfe of prudent conduct ; and I

really think, the moft completely adverfe that can be

imagined, to the natural turn and temper of my own
mind. I know, that all parfimony is of a quality ap-

proaching to unkindnefs } and that (on fome perfon or

other) every reform muft operate as a fort of punifli-

ment. Indeed the whole clafs of the fevere and re-

ilridive virtues, are at a market almoft too high for

humanity. What is worfe, there are very tew of

thofe virtues which are not capable of being imi-

tated, and even outdone in many of their moft ftriking

efFcfts, by the worft of vices. Malignity and envy
will carve much more deeply, and finiih much more
ftiarply, in the work of retrenchment, than frugality

and providence. I do not, therefore, wonder that

gentlemen have kept away from fuch a taflc, as well

from good nature as from prudence. Private feeling

might, indeed, be overborne by It giflative reafon } and a

man of a long-fighted and ftrong-nerved humanity,

might bring himfelf, not fo much to confider from whom
he tfikes a fuperfluous enjoyment, as for whom in the

end he may preferve the abfolute necefTaries of life.

fiut it is much more eafy to reconcile this mea-
Aire to humanity, than to bring it to any agreement with
prudence. I do not mean that little, felfiih, pitiful,

baftard thing, which fometimes goes by the name of a
family in which it is not legitimate, and tb whieh it is

a difgrace ;— I mean even that public and enlarged

prudence, which, apprehenfive of being difabled

from rendering acceptable fervices to the world, with-
holds itfelf from thofe that are invidious. Gentlemen
who are, with me, verging towards the decline of life,

and are apt to form their ideas of kings from kings of
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