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^^^No. 23.—BoqTAN.—F|pm Chardour, In I^wer Aksam, ito the country of the

SUchera Puttee our frontier, for an extent o^ aboiA 200 mile^ touches tbst of

Bootan. Along the line a tract of tW 16w laMds, oHginilly acquired perhaiM by

suflferance, has gpradually becbme the unquestioned right of this state ; on it, in-

deed, they appear to be entirely dependent for grain, as the population is described

as beins ,considerable, and flir beyond what they could raise food for in the narrow

vaHies of thoir own hills. This drcti^nstanee {daces it in our power, in case of a

mpfeur^ to reduce Bootan to our terms by merely-cutting tiie doars or passes

during the cold season, and preventing its subjects from coming to the plains or

receiving any supplies therefrom. Should ' it prove further necessary to retain the

tnMdof'low land in our own possession, ^e consequent,expense might be met by

the establishment of bants or markets, on th6 jprmciple of those in the Goulparag^

district, which, on the Bootian frontiM, would prove a most plentiful source of

revenue. '

:

|

ta tibie ihterhal state of Booitaii, little more is known now than may be gathered

from Captain Tumeir's Namd|ive of his Embassy to Thibet, in 1?83.
.
A more re-j

cent account of the
j
country may probably have been givjen to the wjorld by Ifr^

Manning, Iwho lived for a loiig time a^ Lassa ; but this lliave not the mteasalf

ascertaining.

i hope, While in Assam, to be able to coUeot much more infi^rmation ; but I can

now add little to what is in print.

The envoys who recently visited mie at Chefra were men of low rank and Uttle

intelligence. From what I could gather from them, it does not appe&r that the

Chinese exercise a much greater influence than they did in Turner's time, either
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