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afterwards set to work in the emperor's gardens

;

and here I showed somuch good-will and attention

that I got into favour with the overseer. He had
a large garden of his own, and he made interest

for me to be suffered to work for him alone, on
the condition of paying a man to do my duty. I

soon became so useful to him, that he treated me
more like a hired servant than a slave, and gave
me regular wages. I learned the language of the

country, and might have passed my time comfort-

ably enough, could I have accommodated myself

to their manners and religion, and forgot my
native land. I saved all I could, in order to

purchase my freedom ; but the ransom was so

high, that I had little prospect of being able to do
it for some years to come. A circumstance, hoW'
ever, happened, which brought it about at once.

Some villains one night laid a plot to murder my
master, and plunder his house. I slept in a little

shed in the garden, where the tools lay; and being

awakened by a noise, I saw four men break

through the fence, and walk up an alley towards

the house. I crept out with a spade in my hand,

and silently followed them. They made a hole

with instruments in the house-wall big enough
for a man to enter. Two of them had got in, and
the third was beginning to enter, when I rushed

forward, and with a blow of my spade clove the

skull of one of the robbers, and gave the other

such a stroke on the shoulder as disabled him. I

then made a loud outcry to alarm the family. My
master and his son, who lay in the house, got


