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Spaniards, although they had targets, as well as other defenfive

armour J and even after their canoe was ovcrfet, it was with no little

difficulty and danger, that part of them were taken, as they con-

tinued CO defend thcmfelves, and to ulc their bows with great dexterity

while fwimming in the lea." HUl. de D. Fern, y D. Yfab. MSS.
c. 119.

NOTE XCIV. p 417.

A Probible conjedliire may be formed with refpcd to the caufe of

the diilinftion in character between the Caribbees and the inhabit-

ants of the larger iflands. The former appear manifcftly to be a fe-

pirute race. Their language is totally dilkrcnt from that of their

neighbours in the large iflands. 1 lity themllves have a tradition,

that their anceftors came originally from ionic part of the continent,

and having conquered and exterminaied the ancient inhabitants,

took poflcfllon of their lands, and of their women. Rochefort 384.

Tcrtre, 360. Hence they call themfelvcs Bamn^Cf which fignities a

man come from beyond fea. Labat. vi. 131. Accorciingly, the

Caribbees ftill ufe two diftind languages, one peculiar to tiie men,

and the other to the women, lertre, 361. The language of the

men has nothing common with that fpokf n a the large iflands. The

dialed): of the women confiderably rcfcntbler. it. Labat. 129. This

ftrongly confirms the tradition which I have mentioned. The Carib-

bees themfelves imagine, that they vvere a colony from the GalibiSt a

powerful nation of Guiana, in South America. Tertre, 361. Roche-

fort, 348. But as their fierce manners approach nearer to thofe of

the people in the northern continent, than to thofe of the natives of

South America ; and as their language has likewife fome affinity to

that fpoken in Florida, their origin fliould be deduced rather from the

former than from the latter. Labat. 128, &c. Herrcra, Dec. i.

lib. ix. c. 4. In their wars, they Hill oblcrvc their ancient practice of

deflroying all the males, and preferving the women either for fervi-

tude or for breeding.
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