
PREFACE.
tempts for the finding a north weft paflage,

have been only in other words, finding a

new rout to the coafts ot* California,

which if we are ever happy enough to find,

will open to us a ihort way, as well to a

new Indies as to the old. Now the fureft

means of making fuch a difcovery efFeftu-

ally, is by proceeding from the known to

the unknown; and therefore the firft plain,

proper, and natural ftep, is to attain a

clear and cxaft account of California, fo

far as it is difcovered, which we could only

hope from the Spaniards, and which this

author has given us in the fulleft, plaineft,

arid moft accurate method that we could

polllbly defire. This is the fole objeft,

this is the tme merit of the book, which

though not a work of amufement and en-

tertainment, is full of inftrudlion and

information, and in that light, no doubt,

will be a moft acceptable prefent to the

publick, " as will fufficiently appear, if we
confider the playi of this writer's peir

formance.

He divides his treatife into four parts.

In the firft, he difcourfes of the name,

fituation, and extent of California, that

is, taking it in theih'id: fenfe, for fo much
of


