
NORTH AMEKICA.

and wc burnt it. As regards the tliird ])oint, AVasli-

ington, from tlie lie of tlie land, can hardly luive heoii

said to be centrical at any time. Owins^ to tlie irre-

gularities of the coast it is not easy of access by rail-

ways from different sides. Baltimore would have been

far better. J^vi as far as we can now see, and as well

as we can now judge, AVashing-ton will soon be on tlir

borders of the nation to which it belongs, instead of

at its centre. I. fear, therefore, that we must acknow-

ledge that the site chosen for his country's capital Lv

George Washington has not been fortunate.

I have a strong idea, which I expressed before in

speaking of the ca])ital of the Canadas, that no mnn

can ordain that on such a spot shall be built a greiit

and thriving city. No man can so ordain even thoiiiili

he leave behind him, as was the case with Washington.

a prestige sufficient to bind his successors to his wishes,*

The political leaders of the country have done wliat

they could for Washington. The pride of the nation

has endeavoured to sustain the character of its chosen

metropolis. There has been no rival, soliciting favour

on the strength of other charms. The country luis

all been agreed on the point since the father of tin

country first commenced the work. Florence am!

Home in Italy have each their pretensions ; but in tin

States no other city has put itself forward for tlit

honour of entertaining Congress. And yet Washing-

ton has been a failure. It is commerce that makL-

great cities, and commerce has refused to back tin

General's choice. New York and Philadelphia, with-

out any political power, have become great among tin

cities of the earth. They are beaten by none except

by London and Paris. But Washington is but a

ragged, unfinished collection of unbuilt broad streets.
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