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[alion, a fecretary of ftate, who was fiippofed to know
|nd fpeak the fentiments of his mafter. Sir Thomas,

(eing fenfible of their lupeiior in tereftin parliament,

rudently refigned oa the loth of November, and the

ling afterwards gave the feals of his office to Mr. Fox>

[nd lord Barrington fucceedcd Mr. Fox as fecretery at

^ar. The popular party, which we call the oppofition

leing thus excluded, it laid the foundation of that con-

ifion which marked the following year. Tho' thefe

[iterations were made, yet the treaties were very far

rom meeting with the unanimous approbation of both

[oufesj tho' at length they were approved by the ma-
)rity. The houfe next provided for the fervice of
icenfuing year; they voted ioo,oool. as a fubfidy to

le emprefs of KulTia; 54,1401. to the landgrave of
lefTe; and io,oooL to the ele(5lor of Bavaria? after

jveral (harp debates. As ihe miniftry were afraid ofa

fiiit from the French, the army was augmented with

;n new regiments of foot, and eleven troops of light

|ragoons; 50,000 Teamen, including 9000 mariaes>

^ere voted, befides 34,000 foldiers, which, with other

[xpences and deficlences the lad year, fweiled the fup*
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CHAP. III.

^reparations at Toulon to reduce Minorca. Noife of in-

vading Britairiy with its effn^is. Admiral Byin^'s

expedition* Declaration of war. Seige of Fort St.

Philip's. Meffrs. Foivke's and Byings trials. King

of Prufia takes the field. Battle of Lowofchutz, Sec.

Afairs in AJiayfrom 17,49 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ of iTs6.

H E French were at this time very bufy in equip-

ping a Urge fleet at Toulon, for the conqueft of
[inprca. This is an illandin the Mediterranean, about

100 miles fouth of Spain, and is 30 miles long, and 12

>road. It is valuable for its harbour of Mahon, where the

irgeft fleets may ride fecure from tempslts or enemies,

Ihe entrance being defended with platforms of guns,

md forts Ilrongiy fortified. It formerly belonged to

fpiin, but the Englifh made a conqued of it in 1708 ;
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