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wh^ie tlin « haptr»n«"or tlio a>)0i't1.'S by th« descent of th<i Holy Glto«t i« siiltl !•
b<> uc<;i»iHi*lislie«l bv iltf «* I'Mtinff out of the (pirit." In tbe following passage
the fliKuiiitrannu of thm pasfiace appoars evidantly to be confined to spriuKHng.—" Moroovi'i, brtiiliit^ii, i woulii not hitve you iiciiaranT, how that all our fathfrii

were nilJcr tlie <li>iii), and a!i pa^Aed tbrou)>b thenea; and were all baptized
tiiito Mo!<t>H in (he rioiid; ami in the sea "(u) Tlie history here referred to, will
be found Cxixlii!! 1%. 21,22. anil 14. 19,20, troni which it appears.

•' Fiisi ;Tbat Ojd, or the aiteelof Gjd, went before the iHraeliten, from the
(ouinieuceineiit of iheir juurney at 8iiccoth, in a pillar of clonrf by day, and in
npiiUr urfiic bv uii;l«i, until ihcy were overtaiien by I'harafthand hisarioy,
on (hf inarg II oi'thf Ued Hta, beside I'ihaliiioib.

» .Sfi-tndiy ; TUrit the aiigel of God, who had hitherto gone before tlie camp
of Israel, removed, aud went bthmd tlieiu together with tbe pillar of the
i-load.

*' Thirdly ; That lite waiters af the Red .Sea were divided, so u to t>« a wall
on theiiKhi liaud, aixi i>iiil.e h^ft.

" Funrthly ; That the children of Iiirael went into the midst of the eea apoa
dry liioitud.

'*> In ih« whoW- of this s'.ury, ti is evident, llore is noaecoont whatever of that
baptism of Ihe lKrat>li«'<« in«>iiii«>ned by Mt Paul in the passageqnoted from I.

Coiiuthiaut. There is not even an aHu.<«ion to this baptism, unless it be in the
declaration, that the pillar of ih« cloud went from before the iHraelites,and stood
.Ueliind tbeui. By the water* of (he Rfd St-a they were not even rprinkled,
lauch le«s immersed, but wi'itt,MS Moses expressly informs us, between two walls
of Mater, upon dry ground. N>-ither is there here any account that tkey were
baiMised in the cloud: whatever thi« phrawology may mean.

'* But wh4t MoKesha'i omitted, Asdph has particnUrly recorded in the seven-
ty iieveiith psalm,(IG—'io vt^rses.) lu thisauoaut of tbe paosage through the Red
Sett, we have the baptism spokeu of by St. Paul, expressly mentioned ;—TI
clouds poured forth water upon tbeni, or descended upon them in rain, wbl
they were jouriie)iMg tbrou!;h the sea. Tbe marginal and litoral reading is,

clouds were poured forth wiih waters. There ia reason to believe from this de«
claratioii, that when tbe cloud passed from the van of the Israelites to the rear,

or when in llie language ofthe psalmist, thty were poured forth from brfore the
Israelites to stand bebind them, the rain may have descended from the eIot|d

dnring this (lasKage. .Whether this be admitted, or not, it is clear, that this is

the ouly accouut of the baptiitm, mentioned by 8t. Paul, which is contained in
the Old Testament. Aud it is equally clear, that this baptism was a cleansing,
accomplished by lh<> Siiriiikling of raio, and cerlainly nut by immersion. The
fancy of my antagonists, that the cloud in some manner or other, embosomed
the Israelites, by resting upon them, and thus enveloping them as water eove*
lopes a persou immersed iu it, would appear well, 1 think , in poetry ; but has an
asprct scarcely serious enonch to claim a- place iu a theological discii«'<ion."(v)

It follows tlifn, tiiat St Paul being the Jud^e, to be spriukled is to be baptiitd
no less than to be immersed is to be baptizeJ.

Wiiether the design,- with which I have made these remarkfi. Sir, be tufliei*

cntly apparent, I c«nnut attempt to determine ; and therrlore ihink it nereasa*

ry to re*nark, that they have not proceeded from adispositiou to call in qnrstion

the validity of immersiiifO. Ivly design is to shew, that there is not all (he reason
which has been pretended, for our opponents to arrogate to themselves tbe
title of Baptists, as tliooKh they alone administered the ordinance of Baptism in

a scriptural manner : to uiake it apprar, ibat it cannot be proved either by any
•xpress declaration, or lei;iiiinate and indts|iutable iufennce, from the scrip-

tures ; and that other modes have also at leavt an eqaal claim to the re.'pect of
those who pay a' becoming deference tn the word of God. I (*oncede it, how-
ever, to our opponents, that immersion is a legitimate mode ; but this 1 would
be uiidRrsioail to do, under a conviction, thi^t, provided (he sarramennt be ad-
ministered with water in tbe name of the Holy Trinity, the mode of adm'oistra-

tion is a matter of Muce indiffrr^'nce. For were we to allow, what is the oppo.
•iteofraattcrof tad,— that immersion was universally practised in the priini>

^aXI. Cor. 10. 1, 3. (v)D wight's Sys.Tiieul. vol. 5. p p. 331 -331.
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