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TMK VOICK OF III.STOKY OX BAPTISM.

It is ciiri.iii.s to olisii'i'Vi' how viirioiis and coiitrailiotory art' many of tlu;

ar},Minieiitf< takt-n up l)y tlic uilv()catf.s of Infant Hujttisni. 'j'lit' hold artirma-

tions of .sonic oils, -lire rcdoliaptists as to what history says on tlie ^iilijct'l,

fade away into tliiii air, when men wlio oii^jlit to know, ami lio know, speak.

We ha\e mie just at liand, an nceount of whicli cnines to us in tlie hi.st No. of

the X. Y. liidiiiinrr i^- ('/iruiiivlr. It .1, as follows, under tlie title

STIUYIX(; iii.sronv to so.mk itrposk.

The I'rofessor iif Clnircli History in tlie Raiif^'Dr ( Me. ) Theoloj^deal Seminary
(ConfrveirationaliNt ) must lie a num wlio is more tIior(ju;,'lily imi)ued witli the
historic spirit tlian uiany wl)o teiieli in tlieolof(ieal seminarie. lie lias the

sense to see tliat Ids function is to report, not make history, and tiio candor
to report what lie linds. Ami it uppears that his tindintf is to the effect thai
" tlieaiMistle< and all thechiircii until fmir or five hundreii \( ars a^o under.>tood

by l)ai>tisni immersion, and never sprinkled anyhody except 'he .^ick." Such,

at lea-t, was the sidi.-tance of what was recited liy students at the last .An-

nual i;.\aiiiiiiation, an<l was nut called in (|uestioii hy l'rofi'>soi' I'aine. Hut
the Kev. A. L. Park, of Gardiner, was stirred up to write as follows to the

ChriKtiait Mirrur :
-

At the anniver-'ary of our Tlieolonrioal Seminary at Baiif^or, a few days
since, tie' class under examination in Church History j^ave some answers
which struck me as extremely remarkahli!. The (luesiions of the Professor
ami rejilies of the students -were siihstantially as follows:

Q.- -What was the apostolic and primitive mode of hai)tism ?

A.—By immersion.
Q.— Under what circumstances only was sprinkling allowed ?

A.— In case of sickness.

Q.— When was the practice of sprinkling or pouring' generally inlroduied !'

A.—Xoi until the fourteenth century.

Q.—For what resison was the change adopted ?

A.— .As Ciiristianity advanced and spread in colder latitudes, the .severity of

the climate made it impracticalile to iinmer.se.

The Professor of Church History ajiproved the answers, which faitlifully

represented his teachings, and none of the clergymen present seemed to call

these statements in (luestion, Vet if such are the facts, the l'ai)tists are his-

torically correct, and we as a denomination are wrong, both in our literature

and our practice. Our Puhlishing Society has issued a good deal of cliatT

ahout the hroad interpretati<m of hfiptizo, and the iin[)0ssil)ility oS. immersing
thousands of people in a single day in Jerusalem, and all other familiar argu-


