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Affairs ro Mr. Pitt : and the preparations were

begun to carry it into execution foon after Chrift-

maB. The French, truly fenfible of the importance

of Louifbourg, immediately equipped, with the

utmoft expedition, three leveral fquadrons to cover How pre

and defend Louifbourg, and to ftrengthen their

forces on the continent. One, of nine (hips, failed

from Brefl: on the 30th of Jan. 1757, with a

body of troops on board, under the command of

M. de Beaufremont ; who fleered for the Weft

Indies to reinforce the French garrifons in that

quarter, and to wait the firft opportunity to get

into Louifbourg after the breaking of the ice.

This was followed by another fquadron of five

lliips, which failed under M. du Rived, about

the beginning of April, with a number of troops,

warlike (lores and provifions on board, from Tou-

lon i cfcaped Admiral Saunders flationed off" Gi-

braltar, and arrived at Louifbourg on the 4th of

June. A third, confifting of 14 (hips, failed on

the 3d of May, (a week before Holbourne de-

parted from Cork) under the command of M. du

Bois de la Mothe, from Breftjwith a number of fol-

diers on board, and prefents for the Indians, and

arrived at Louifbourg on the 29th of June j where-

as the Englifh fleet did not arrive at Hallifax, the

place of rendezvous, before the 9th of July j whcft

both the feaibn, and the fuperior flrength of tht;

enemy, made it impradlicabk to carry Mr. Pitt's

vigorous and feafonable plan into cxectuion, with

aivy Jhopcs of fucccfs, =• ;„ *i
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