
Its PRACTICE OF PHYSIC

do more injury than benefit, by the extreme debility

they induce. They are apt to create great derange-

ment in the stomach and bowels, and not unfrequently

carryofftheunhappy subjectwith anincurable diarrhoea.

This I have known tobe the case among the Shawanees,

a tribe settled upon the river Maramee. The May-

apple (^podophyllum peltaturn) is one of their most

fashionable purgatives; and the black-root is one

resorted to only in desperate cases. A very small

quantity of this last, perhaps five or six grains, will

sometimes act with great violence, and is even dan-

gerous. It frequently produces horrible griping, and

a copious discharge of blood from the bowels.

Syphilis, the Indians say, was entirely unknown

among them until they contracted it from the whites.

It prevails among several of the tribes with which I

am acquainted, and proves one of their most trouble-

some and virulent disorders. Those who go among

the populous white settlements on the Missouri and

Mississippi, where the disease prevails in its most

inveterate forms among the traders and boatmen who
navigate the river to New Orleans, frequently return

to their families and tribes infected with it. It often

assumes a most distressing train of symptoms before

the emaciated sufferer is aware of his situation. In

the treatment of this disorder, they usually begin

with teas and warm diuretic infusions ; they drink de-

coctions of the roots of rushes, sumach leaves, and

golden-root, as the fi-ontier-settlers call it, and which

I suspect to be the sarsaparilla of the shops. They

also use a little creeping vine* which bears a great

number of small white blossoms and seed j cups of a


