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do; my men are clamorous for their pay, and I am unable

to satisfy them. Don Pedro still sends fair proinises,

and although I believe in my heart that he has no

intention of keeping them, yet I can hardly march
against him as an enemy, for, however far from the

truth it may be, his pretext that the treasury has been

emptied by his brother, and that in the disturbed state

of the kingdom no money can be obtained, may yet be

urged as valid."

Scarcely had the army encamped before Valladolid

when a terrible pestilence attacked the army. For a

while all questions of pay were forgotten, and consterna-

tion and dismay seized the troops. Neither rank nor

station was of avail, and the leadei*s suffered as severely

as the men. Every day immense numbers died, and
so sudden were the attacks, and so great the mor-

tality, that the soldiers believed that Don Pedro had
poisoned the wells in order to rid himself of the neces-

sity of fulfilling his obligations.

The Black Prince himself was prostrated, and lay for

some time between lii'e and death. A splendid constitu-

tion enabled him to pull through, but he arose from his

bed enfeebled and shattered, and although for some
years he lived on, he received his death-blow at Valla-

dolid. His personal strength never came to him again,

and even his mind was dulled and the brightness of his

intellect dimmed from the effects of the fever. When he

recovered sufficiently to inquire into the state of his

forces, he was filled with sorrow and dismay. Four-fifths

of the number were either dead or so weakened as to be

useless for service ngain. The prince wrote urgently to

Don Pedro for the money due; but the king knew that

the English were powerless now, and replied that he

had not been able to collect the money, but would


