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was liniHhi'd uh rapidly as possible, laden with Nui)plies and despatihed to Ijouishourj?.

But all this caused deiiiy, and she did not n'ach the coast ol' Isle Royale till May IHth,

a little over a loituiirlil niter (he arrival ol" the besienint? i'orce. The captain ol' the

" Vijj;ilant(>," the Miir(|uis de Maisou l'\)rte, on approaihin-^ the coast, descried the "Mer-

maid," one ol' Warren's sniall shii)s ol' war, and innnedialely i^ave chase. The " Mermaid"

hoisted all sail and ran for Lonisbourg. All ol' a sudden the Maniuis I'ouiul hiinsell' in the

middle oi' Wurreu'h ileet. An action took place in Bight ol' Louisbourg; and though

Duchanibon himsell' witnessed llic i)atlle, lie liad no idea how deeply he was interested

in it. In a short time the "Vigilante" surrendered, the crew ol tioO men bi'coming

prisoners of war. The supplies she carried were ol' great uso to the besiegers. The
" Vigilante" hersell' was repaired, and numned by a IJritish crow, thus adding a powerl'id

ship to the strength ol' the IJritish Ileet.

The time had at last arrived I'or brinuinii' the fleet on (he scene. I'rcparators to (hat

Duchanibon mu.'^t learn (he hupelcssnr.ss ol' his iondi(ii>n. It was re[)orted in tlie l"]nglish

camp that the French and their savag(< allies had treated (lie liriti.sli i)ris(iners with great

cruelty. De Maison Forte was spoken to on tlie subject, lie was asked to visit thediU'ercnt

ships in which liis captive oliicers and crew Wi'W distributed, and see how tln^ prisoners

were treated by the l']nglish. Finding everything to his satisfaction, he was asked to

write to Duchambon, remonstrating against the cruelties alleged to be committed on the

French side, lie wrote accordingly, and his note was sent under Hag ol' truce. This gave

Duchanibon (he lirs( intinia(ion he had of the loss ol' the " Vigilante." Though he, himsell',

had witnessed the hard battle wliiih had ended in the -urreiider of a shi[), as yet it had

never occurri'd to him that the ship was the one that contained his supplies. .So the

letter fell on Duchambon and his olRcers like a bomb-shell.

While the governor and his subordinates were labouring tinder the depression caused

by this intelligence, the besiegers were making preparations i'or a general assault. This

was to be made on Tune 11th, the anniversary of Kinir (Jeorge's accession. The grand

battery and al) the new batteries on the hill side near the west gate, were to open a

general cannonade on the fort. The lighthouse battery was to play on the island below,

and during the cannonade, the ships of war, at a given signal, were to enter the harbour

and join in tlie grand assault.

Duchambon saw that the crisis was at hand. A day or two before, he had, according

to his own account, received a petition, signed by 1.000 inluibitants, imploring him to

span^ further bloodshed, by offering a capitulation. ^Te had then held a council of war,

who recommended the same coirrse. He then sent a Hag of truce to the general and

commodore. C)n their iirst arrival, they had summoned him to surrender, lie had

replied proudly, that he would .send his answer by thi' mouth of his guns. But things had

changed since then. It was now his place to drop lofty airs and to ask for terms. The

conditions wert> sent. He was obliged to comply, and on June lOth, the fort surrendered.

Thus, in the course of less than seven weeks from the time when first the ships were

seen from the battlements of Louisbourg, that stronghold was in the possession of the

invaders.

In the preceding autumn, the Marquis de Beauharnois, the governor-general of

Canada, having reason to believe that the provinces would take som(> steps (o avenger the

capture ofCanso, and the raids on Annapolis, had sent a letter to Duchambon, oH'ering


