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city in the valuable fisheries of Canada, has naturally stimulated

the national spirit of Canadians, and shown tliem the necessity of

working out their own future patiently and determinateiy, with-

out placing any too great dependence on the policy of their

prosperous, energetic, but not always very trustworthy neigh-

bours, whose desire for texritorial aggrandizement and com-
mercial supremacy on this continent has more than once carried

them beyond the bounds of generosity and justice in their

relations with the Canadian provinces.

Besides this national sentiment that is now growing up in

Canada, especially among the young men, there has always
existed certain influences decidedly antagonistic to political

absorption into the United States. No influence has been
greater than that of the thoughtful, intelligent classes of the

French Canadian population, who arc anxious to preserve their

institutions and language intact. In addition to this powerful

French-Canadian influence in favour of the existing state of

things, under which the French-Canadian population exercises

so much weight—at times a supremacy in the political councils

of the country—there is another sentiment which, if it does not

appear to flow in as clear and well defined a current, nevertheless

mingles with the stream of thought in the British-speaking

communities, and prevents it running in the direction of the

United States. From the commencement until long after the

close of the war of Independence, there was a steady influx of

Loyalists into the provinces, and especially into New Bruns-
wick and Ontario, of which they were the founders. Some
forty thousand souls in all made their homes in Canada, and laid

the foundation of that love for British institutions and British

connection which has ever been a recognized characteristic of

the Canadian people. It may be easily supposed that the

descendants of these Loyalists must now form no inconsider-

able proportion of the five millions of people who inhabit

Canada, and must exccise a silent, but none the less potent,

influence on the destinies of Canada. Of the members of the

Senate and House of Commons, some thirty gentlemen, several

of them the leading men in both parties, are directly descended
from this class, and we find them acting as lieutenant-governors

and occupying important positions in every vocation of life

throughout the Dominion.
All these influences would probably amount to very little if

Canada should be overburdened with debt, her great sources

of wealth impeded, and her large schemes of opening up and
peopling her undeveloped country in the North-West fail of

realization during the next two decades of years. A wave of
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