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f<>rin(i^ Ills iinii to on<> of tho ladioH. If

tlicy lire (liiis in comiiuiiy witli Frciicli

{'aiiiuliaiiM, they <'iitt'r into ('onvcrsation

in Frcn<-li, as botli s|)(>ak it well and tliicnt-

ly. After dineicr, wlu'ii the company re-

turns to the (Irawinjf-rooin, the I'rineess

))U88eH about amongst her (Quests, H))eaic

\\\<X to all. Tt is not proper to .sit wlien

tile I'rineess does not, and wiienever she

liuH oecasion to riso, tlui entire company
does tlie .same, and remains standing un-
til she is again .seated.

that it can eanily Im« eonverted into a the*

atre. The platfortn upon whieh the nuj-

sieiaiis have sat for the one oecasion 1h

now, by an ingenious contrivance f<»r en-

lar^^^iii^ it, tniiied into an e.\(|nisitely ap-

pointed sta^e. Of lateyars Kideau Hall
Inis been fortunate in havinj; within its

walls most excellent amateur talent.

Lady Dull'erin was a most charminj; act-

re.ss, and in tiie present household one of
the aides-d«'-camp has the reputation of
being the linest anuiteur actor in England.

SKATING KINK AND CAIIIN.

In these days of ceramic achievements
it is quite allowable to peep into other

])eople's china closets, so I may say some-

thing of tlie cliina disphiyed at Rideau
Hall. Much of it is beautiful, hut by no
means exceptionally rare. Neither is the

plate of unusual magnificence, though
rich and liandsome, and gold enters freely

into the furnishing of the table. Of course

the family plate of Argyll is not yet in-

herited, still, so abundant is the supply
that it is hardly missed.

Of all the entertainments given at the

Government House none are more popu-
lar or more enjoyed than the theatricals,

and invitations to them are eagerly

sought. The ball-room is so constructed

He certainly plays to perfection—that is,

non-professional perfection. Tlu^ ladies

and gentlemen taking pai-t in the theatric-

als are usually from Ottawa, and the Prin-
cess does not act. And just liere I am
reminded to say that the announcement
that the Princess has written a play found-
ed iipon scenes and amongst the fisher-

men of Ga.spe Bay is quite untrue. No
such play has been wi'itten, or, at least,

not by her Royal Highness. The theatric-

als are full-dress occasions, and the ball-

room on these nights presents a brilliant

appearance. The plays are always put
upon the stage with all the elegance of

which they admit, or taste or money can
supply. Flowers are iised in profusion,


