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The following are some of the more interestiuf; variations which were
observed in tlie dissectinj^-room of the M'Gill University during the

Winter and Summer Sessions of 1879-80, and which I think worthy
of being recorded :

—

DorsD-LumJiar Vcrtahra.—This occuiTed in a male subject. There
was tlie usual number of cervical and doi-sal vertebra?, then came this

extra one, and it Avas followed by the usual number of lumbar vertebrae.

This supernumerary one partook of the characters of both a lumbar
and a dorsal vertebra; on the right side it had a small rib IJ inches

long, and \ of an inch broad, articulating with it. This rib had a

downward direction, and was grooved on its under surface. It was
bound down by ligaments to the whole length of a transverse process

^ of an inch long. The rib was not freely moveable.

On the left side there was a transverse, process which looked very

like a rudimentary rib, and had the downward direction of a rib. It

was the same length as the transverse process of the first lumbar
vertebra, but much narrower, and rounded. At its root it was nearly

\ an inch broad. As it proceeded outwards, it became much smaller,

being onlj' ^th of an inch broad, and it ended in a bulbous extremity.

The whole vertebra was of the usual size of a lower dorsal. In this

subject the abdominal aorta divided opposite the third lumbar.

Eiijht Ribs articulating with the Stcrnuni, thren tcith the first pieo'.—
In a male subject aged forty years, it Avas noticed, on prepariii{^' it for

dissection, that the chest was of unusual length. On examination, this

was found to be due to the fact that the first piece of the sternum was
twice as long as normal, and had the cartilages of the first three ribs

articulating with it. With the second piece the next five ribs articu-

lated, thus making in all eight ribs articulating with the sternum.

The ensiform cartilage was completely ossified, and articulated with the

gladiolus by means of cartilage. The inner halves of the cartilages of

the fii-st ribs were also completely ossified. The second costal cartilage

articulated with the first piece of the sternum about its middle, and
the third cartilage at the junction of the first and second pieces.

Length of sternum, exclusive of ensiform cartilage, 7h inches.

„ nianuliriuni, .... 3}^ „
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ensiform cartilage, 1.'.
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