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p)eople of Canada. I think I can remember
-unless 1 amn very grently mistakeai-that
the balance ef trade againat England lias
been steadily increaaing by hndreds of
millions of pounds sterling, flot dollars, for
a longer perlod than eithier I or îny learne4l
frlend cau reinember; 1 arn Inclined to tbink
that England la flot the poorer because it
bas had a very beavy balance of trade
againat It for a long time. It niigbt be
conteuded-and contended with a good
deal of showi of reason-that the balance'
of trade of wbich he speaks really to a
very great extent-I do not know to the
full extent-means that we have aold. our
exporta ut a very good profit, and that we
have made very considerable profit lu the
Importa coming baclc to us lu excliange for
the exporta. That la as good a theory as
the one my hon. frieud propounded and bas
a good deal to recomniend ItL If any bon.
friend will take the importa Into Canada,
lie wili find many Items auch as this, sIx
or seven or eighit million for housebold
gooda for aettlera imported into Canada.
Does he consider that that la au Item
wblch la very expensive to the people of
Canada? Does lie thlnk that a balance of
trade of tliat sort la lik-ely to do us much
burin? That la one point lu whIch the bal-
ance of trade w«iU alwaya, I hope, continue
to appear beavily againat Canada. There la
another conaideration 1 wonld cali bis at-
tention to, and that la thia: when you talk
of the balance of trade againat the country,
and particniarly a country 'wbicni la briug-
lng lnu at this present moment between two
and three hundred tbousand immigrants per
aunum a very large number of th.rn meu
Poasessed of couaiderable abllty and con-
siderable capital, yon will bear in niind two
thinga; that thla large immigration indlrotw(t-
ly, although it does not appear on the sur-
face, laccounts for a good deal of the balance
of trade, and that Immigrants such as we are
bringlng lu alone are worth Indivldnally
very large sua to thie people of Canada.
I wonld not like to place an absolute value
per head on the Immigrants we brin.- lu. 1
know that high anthorities lu the United
States bave over and over again compnted
the value of immigrants to the United States
as lîlgh as $1,000o per head. If my hon.
friend la very mnuch alarmied at thia balance
o f trade ngainst us. let hlm multiply these
two or threc hundred thousand by one

thousand-I juat give it ag an illustra-
tion-and lie wvill find that îbe balance orf
trade wlll be converted inti . a large sumn
lu our favour, if we continue to import
themn qt the rate we are doit ý
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we bring in a few thoi4sanO Doukhobors
and teji times as niany other settlers, I tbink
we can afford to bave them. I arn happy
to lufori the hon. gentleman who Inter-
rnpted -me that altbougb there are a few
fanatica amoug the Doukbobors, I arn ad-
vlsed by the Departinent of Agriculture
that there are a large number of ludustrions
and thrifty people amongst them, aud that
their children and probably the Doukhobors
theinselves wll makre, nder our institu-
tions, as soon as tbey becorne a little more
assimilated with our people, as vaînable
citizens as anybody could desire to bave.
As I observe, my hon. frleud and myself
rnay agree to differ on this question of the
balance of trade. I do not thlnk It at ail
Ilkely that be and 1 will ever corne to ses
eye to eye on tais snbject, bnt 1 would say
to hlm that ¶ thiuk that we need not dis-
treas ourseives, and the .ountry need not
be very mnch alarmed at the fact tat
there bas been a considerable balance of
trade againat us for a good. many years,
and unless î arn wholly and entlrely mis-
taken, If rny hon. frlend wlll condescend
to look back to the years dnring wbicb hIe
frienda were ln power I talnk be will And
that ln moat of those years there was a
very cousiderable balance of trade againat
the Dominion o? Canada. Taxae for In-
stance any of tae years that 1 referred to:
Take 1882, our total exporta were $102,-
000,000. There was entered for consurnp-
tion $11.2,000,000. The total nominal Im-
porta were $119,000,000. Take 1893, the
total exporta were $98,000,000. The importa
entered for cousumption were $123,000,000,
and so I migbt go on ail throngh the whole
list, showing that dnriug the administration
of the frienda o? the hou, gentleman, be it
gond or evil, there waa always a beavy
balance of trade'againat us, not that 1
attribute any blame to thern or attaclh anyi
great importance to the matter. As 1 said,
lie bas ouly to look ut the mother countrs
and lie will see that after making all pos


