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Olympic 1976 Act

Has there been any example of the Mayor of Montreal
reporting to the International Olyrnpie Committee and
being criticized by the Canadian public on the way he
discharged his mandate? No, Madarn Speaker. However,
other contingent aspects of the Olympie Games have been
conlinuously questioned month after month, week after
week. As recently as Wednesday of last week, the Mayor
of Montreal and the President of COJO appeared before
the Quebec Municipal Affairs Commission. There was
much talk about the delay. It was demonslrated that, since
last January, the delay bas reached il weeks. The conlrac-
tors in charge of the project clearly showed that they had
made up for a f ive weeks' delay, that, Iherefore they were
only six weeks behind and that, in the short period of tirne
wbich was lef t, it was certainly possible for them 10 make
up for f ive weeks.

The evidence of it bas been shown, hon. members oppo-
site were present aI the sitting of the Quebec Parliarnen-
tary Commission, every member of the commission had
the opportunity to ask bluntly what were the causes of the
delay, which factors had corne into play to aller the origi-
nal estimates. In spite of ail this skepticisrn and of this
negative attitude, the Olympic Games are on their way 10
success. I arn sorry, I arn not the one who says so, but the
general public is. Let us consider the success of the Olym-
pic Lottery, let us consider the way private business react-
ed at the grant of licences and contracts by COJO.

On September 24, 1974, the prelirninary report on fran-
chise or license sales and contracts showed relurns of $11
million to COJO. Original estimates arnounted tb $3.5
million. Today, Madarn Speaker, the sale of franchises and
licenses will bring more than $30 million to COJO. Is it to
be believed that the Canadian public and privale mnarkets
are dead set against the Games wben the Olyrnpic Lottery,
the licenses and business contracts of COJO are selling s0
well? Indeed, the revenue anticipated is ten times higher
than thal expected initially.

0f course, it is precisely the silver coins that have
prompted us today t0 reconsider Bill C-63. However,
Madam Speaker, members of the House, the city of Mont-
real and COJO are flot responsible for the difficulties
experienced by the silver coin program. The sales of
Canadian coins on the Canadian market are up to expecta-
lions. It is in countries faced with special econornic condi-
lions, such as Japan and the United States, that the sales
have not been as high as expected. We have before us
today a bill which will allow COJO and the Posîrnaster
General (Mr. Mackasey) to minI gold coins. Madarn
Speaker, the purpose of this bill is precisely in response to
the enthusiasrn of the Canadian public towards the Olymn-
pic Games. This is not a bill we are irnposing on COJO. It
is a bill which the international cornrunity is calling for,
if COJO is to achieve its objectives.

Madam Speaker, the hearings of the parliarnentary dom-
rnittee which met this week in Quebec City ended wilh a
rernark which I feel bears repeating here, and I shal
conclude with this. It was suggested in Ibis parliamentary
comrnitîee, especially by the opposition. that the federal
governrnent should share in the Garnes deficit. Madam
Speaker, I suggest to rny hon. colleagues on both sides that
the contribution of the federal government and the
Canadian public 10 the success of the Garnes bas been
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tremendous. Over $130 million will be spent by some 30
federai departments and agencies. I feel that the people in
the province of Quebec and the City of Montreal should
make an additional effort. The federal governrnent is not
the only one that bas to make an extra ef fort.

From the very beginning, the federal government bas
sbown its enthusiasrn for the Olympics. If it had flot
adopted these self-financing prograrns, the games would
neyer have taken place in Canada. The self-financing
formula will also make it possible for competitions 10 take
place in Canada in 1978. The government bas always
shown it was very anxious t0 meet objectives in which
Canada's reputation was at stake. Hon. members wbo have
had occasion 10 travel outside the country are always
asked the following question: Will the Olympic Games be
ready on lime? Will they be as well prepared as rnost of
the publicity bas made us believe?

In my opinion, Madam Speaker, at the present stage of
Ibis legislation we have a beavy individual burden 10 bear,
that of re-establishing the credibility of Parliament
towards the games and the responsibility of the same
Parliamenl nol t0 level any kind of criticism in Ibis regard
without having read newspapers or the debates of other
provincial assemblies in Ibis country.

Had the arnendments proposed by the officiai opposition
proven truly essential, the Postmaster General would bave
been very open to receiving any such amendment. In my
opinion, Madam Speaker, the way the Posîrnaster General
behaved througbout the study of this bill deserves our
total support. I arn grateful 10 him for baving shown 50

rnuch understanding and tactfulness so as to enable
Canada 10 be proud of its performance~ in 1976.

Hon. Robert L. Stanfield (Leader of the Opposition):
Madarn Speaker, I should like 10 rnake a few comments on
Ibis bill.

[En glishi
This bill constitutes just a small part of the epic relating

10 the Olympics. COJO, the comrnittee responsible for
adrninistering and financing the garnes, is faced with a
very massive deficit calculated 10 be in the area of $250
million 10 $300 million or possibly more. This bill will
enable COJO 10 reduce Ibat deficit a litîle. However,
COJO and those who have 10 pick up tbe tab will be faced
wilb a very massive deficit even with the additionai reve-
nue provided by this bill.

[Translation]
My colleagues have tried 10 improve Ibis bill. They have

made valuable suggestions 10 elirninate sorne serious
sbortcornings in Ibis bill, but the goverfiment did nol
agree with Iheir suggestions.
[En glish]

I think the Posîrnaster Generai (Mr. Mackasey) bas had
a very sincere desire 10 see the bill compiete all stages and
becorne iaw despite differences of opinion about the merits
of certain of ils provisions. I must say, bowever, I have the
impression that a number of members of the goverfiment
would have been quite happy to have found some excuse
10 leave the bill banging in tbe air. That would give thern
an opportunity to create the impression in some parts of
the country that the official opposition is in some way
responsible for the massive deficit Ihat the Olymnpic
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