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tion was held in Victoria Hall on October 10
and the report to which I refer appeared in
the Montreal Gazette of October Il. A voice
fromn the gallery asked the distinguished gen-
tleman the question:

Are you a Me:Ighen Conservaeive or a Patenaude Con-
servative?

And what do you suppose my hon. friend
answered? H1e said:

I soi a Conservative upbolding Conservative prin-
ciples anid cali no man master.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
Mr. MACDONALD (Antig-onish-Guyrs-

borough): Hon, gentlemen opposite are
applauding because their confrere was so
successful in evading an important question.
Now that my hon. friend cornes to the House
and undertakes to lift the veil from the situ-
ation in Quebec 'he is just as enigmatie as he
was at that meeting: we do not know whether
he is for Patenaude or for Meighen. The
real issue before the House, however, is the
question as to whether the proper con-
stitutionaýl practic- 'bas been followed by this
government in regard to the situation that
was created by the general election. That is
the point which is raised directly *by 'the
amendment nioved. by the leader of the op-
position, and 'that is the point I want to
discuss. I want to facé it frankly and fairly
and I want the House te realize that what we
are considerinýg here is simply the question
whether or not 'the proper constitutional course
was pursued by this government in the cir-
cumstances in whiîch it found itself after the
election. What does my right hon. friend
opposite say? H1e bias a resolution in which
he makes certain assertions. The first two
paragraphis 1 pass over for the time being, but
the third paragrapli makes the statement that
bhis party had the largest popular vote and that
it bas now substantially the largest number of
members of ýany party in the present House.
The right hon, gentleman supplemented that
statement on Friday last when hie declared
that we should'have resigned immedýiately after
the election and that we had no right to carry
on. Let me submait to the House the
authorities on the question of a government's
con:tinuing in office after an election. Assura-
ing that there was a party in existence to
whom could be eommitted the task of carrying
on the government in a parliament -con-
stituted like ours-and there wvas no such situ-
ation-this is what Todd's Parliamentary Gov-
ernment in England, at page 130, bas to say
on the point:

The verdict of the country having been pronomiced
agaiRist ministers et a general election, it is, neyer-
theless, competent for them. ho remnain in office until
the new perlieinent lias mnet, and given a definitive
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and final decision upon their menite; for the House of
Cominons is the legitioaite organ of the people, whose
opinions cennot be constitutionally ascertained except
tbroughi their r(ýpresentatives in parliament. It is ne-
cessary, bowever, and according to precedent, tbat in
suh circimistances the new parliament should be called
toehher without delay.

There the constitutional rule is clearly laid
down. My right hon. friend h'imself speak-
ing on this matter the other day said:

To their coming (the governmenit) end facing par-
li-ment there cen be no legel objection.

That is to be found on page 14 of Ransard.
But he said:

But thiere isae constitational. objection.

Now, if we are legally here I would like
to see any hon. gentleman on the other side
produce evidence of wlhere there is any con-
stitutional authority wfrich nollifies our legal
right. Mark you, there is no statute regulat-
ing this procedure either here or in England.
I want to give you another quýotation on that
point. Keith, on Responsible Government in
the Dominions, sayis:

There is no fixed mile in the colonies, just as there
is bardly yet one iii England, as to wlîether a nineî:Sty
shîou1d icuign wbien a genorel election turîis against
tbern. or wait the nmeeting of the House.

There are two definite, positive authorities.
There is no statiete upon the subj oct, as I have
said; we have to go by preceýdents and we
have to go by authority. We are in this
position and having our he-ritage from the
Motherland we can say with Tennyson thar,
we are:

A land of settled governenn,
A land of juet and old renown,
Wýhere freedom elowly broae down
From precedent te precedent.

That is hoýw parliamentary governmnent bas
developed in Great Britain, and h'ow it bas
developed here. The rule whioh I have quoted
from two authorities, a rule Which cannot ha
que,-iýoned, indicates tlhat in a situation such
as we had to face after October 29, we took
the proper constitutional course. We cadled
parliament together at the very ea;rliest possible
moment, and I tvant to give the House the
situation in regard to that. It was thought
at firet tfihat we .should meet on December 1a,
but then it ivas ascertained that -the retuin
of the writs could flot poEsibly ho made by
that time. On December 10 the return. came
from Springfield; from Yukon on December
Il; from Bagot on December 17; from Peace
River on December 23, and f rom North Huron
December 28. So that less than two weeks
aft.er the last return came to the proper
authorîties this House is in session. We have
not hung on te, power or attempted to deal
with thids situation in any way contrary to


