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there was no water; but we rejoice to finti
the new governmnent implementing the pro-
mdjEe they madie wb.ile in oppoitio,
Iby being prepae to assist end co-
operate with -the provincIal authorities in.
givàng usa. systemn of highways which wili
enable -the huabandman to Son.vey the pro-
duote of h:.e far.m te the eievajtors amnd rail-
ways. The very feirtilt Duf oa oi iakes
it diffleuit for us to ave good xoads. 1
believe any inember of this House who
has travelieti in western Canada will
realize how many diffieulties have to be
overome in the construction of highways
in thaît counltry; but by the co-operation
of the federal governiment with the provin-
cial -authorities we iuay hope to have con-
îtirueted great trunk limes of eoemnia-

tion whereby the fariners will be enableti
readiiy to Teach their mnarkets, andi ai-so
whereby the mails will be more readily
conveved to the remote sections of the coun-
try. This is a matter which. I amn sure
will commend itself to the people of the
west.

Olosely ailied with that is the !en-
couragement which the new administration
proposes to give to agriculture. It would of
course be a mere commonplace to say that
in a country like this, with a population
of something over seven millions, andi
where over one-haif of our people ia en-
gaged in agricultural purisuits, it is
absolutely essential to give considera-
tion to every measure that can be de-
vised to ativance those interests. It is
encouraging to finti this new admainis-
tration, in its early life, making a delibe-
rate attempt to grapple with the problem
of how to secure the best results from the
cuitivation of the soul. It is also neces-
sar> in this country that we shouid appre-
diate the less'ons of conservation. The
very prodigality of nature in bestowing
hier bounties upon us not only in the west,
but in ail parts of Canada, is one of the
reasons why we have been prodigal in
their use. We are finding, despite our
splendid natural resources, and despite
the opportunities which exist on every
hand for reaping rich rewards from in-
dustry, that we can soon exhaust those
resources. and it is the tiuty of statesmen
mot ony- to conserve the natural re-
sources nf the country, but t.he pub-
lic heaith and public .energy 1w mea-
sures which wiil beat ativance the inter-
estas of the peopie as a whole. 1 hope
this administration will fi some pluce
in its proLgramme for providing a tiepart-
ment of nublie health. In the reDort of
the consiervation commission appointeti bv
a former nreRident of the United States if
was stntfed that great as was the value of
the matpTial resources of those states, tberc
was a af iii Lreat-er monetarv value attache-rl
to the vital energy andi living force of its

people. We are a new country, anti we have
the opportunity to create such conditions
es will conserve not only our material re-
sources, but the health, energy and vitality
of our people. It has been founti that the
largeat number of industrial accidents hap-
pen toward the close of the day's work
when the vital forces are lo'w, and too many
of our railway accidents have been directly
attributable to the empioyees remaining
too long on duty. Too olten it has been
f(ounti that child labour anti the work
which has been undertaken, especiai]y
by marrieti women, in the older coun-
tries bas invoiveti a loas of vital force ln
the eucceeding generation, and we Cana-
dians-we in this young country-must, it
seems to me, if we are true to our best
traditions, realize that at beat we hold this
great landi with its brilliant opportunities
and its splendid resources as trustees for
that posterity which. wiii one day weigh us
up in jutigment for the manner in which we
bave discharged the trurit reposeti in us; anti
1 hope anti believîe that this attempt and
endeavour that is to be made -by this new
administration to conserve our resources
anti the heritage of our people will meet
wîth la ready response from the people of
the east anti the west anti wili everywh'ere
bring about those resuits which. we are so
verv desirous to accomplish.

Then there is closely aliieti to the ques-
tion of the development of our agricultural
intiustry, the consolidation of the Grain
Acta anti the taking over under proper
control by a commission of the terminais
at the heati of the Great Lakes. It bas been
a fruitfui source of dissatisfaction and
complaint on the part o! the western
agricuiturists that proper provision bas
not been matie at the heati of the Great
Lakes for the storage of our grain pro-
ducta. This complaint this new admin-
istration now proposes to remetiy, but
there are many questions which are worthy
o! the consideration o! this House before
we commit ourseives to a acheme that
wouiti involve the nationalizing of ai of the
grain terminais at tbe heati of the Great
Lakes. liy 1915 the Panama canal wiil be
completeti, the Hudson Bay railway wili
have been completeti, the National Trans-
continental railway wili practically have
been completed, anti new methotis of
transportation will be furnisheti to the peo-
pie. It la, therefore, of vital importance iin
the minda aid thoughts of those who pro-
duce grain in the weet that no mistake be
matie so fjar as the terminais at Hudson
bay are concerneti, anti we rejoice that tha
speedy completion of the railway wiii be
one o! the matters which. viii receive the
moat earnest conaideration of thia adminis-
tration. It is a matter in which the people
ln the west are vitally interesteti, that ter-
minais shahl be constructeti there untier


