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by bis motion, sirnply asks that the legis-
lature of the new provinces shall be piaced
ln the same position, tbat is, that it cau by
resolution on1e day deciare its proceedings
sball be publislied in both lalîguages, and
that it rnay the next day or any other day
declare that tbey shall be publislied oniy in
Euglisb, or only in Frenchi. I amrn ot argu-
iog upon the motion, 1 arn arguing merely
as~ to the effect. As I understand bis mo-
tion, lie is desirous, simply of giving to the
legisiature of the new province that power
wlîicb the legisiature of the Territories pos-
sesses at the present time. That bas been
exercised once by the Iegis]ature of the
Territories, and it miglit be exercised again
frorn tirne to tirne, as the occasion would
require. So the power which lie proposes to
confer upon tbe legisiature of tbe new
province miglit be exercised to morrow,
mright bie exercised -the next session in a dif-
ferent way, and s0 on frorn tîrne to tirne.
lu is tbe vesting of a power, not tbe man-
uer iii which tbat power shall be exercised,
witb whlcb the motion of my hon. friend
froin JTacques Cartier is concerned.

Mr. BELCOURT. Would not tbe. legis-
lature have «that power, wbether the mno-
tion is cnrried or not ?

Mdr. R. L. BORD1i N. That is oniy n pro-
viso ia what, after ail, is the important
part of the amendment of my hou. frieud.

Mr. BEI.COURT. The arnendment, if it
were passed by this House, would not give
to the legisiature of the uew province auy
p~ower whlch it does not now have.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. I do not tbink the
lion, gentleman understands the motion as
I understand it. A certain limitation was
imposed upon the power of tbe legisiative
asseînbly ln that regard, by -thýe statute
of 1877 ;a proviso was added to tbat in
1892 wbicb defines the power of the legis-
lative assembiy of the Northwest Territories
at present.

Mr. BELCOURT. The power givea in
1892 was general, unlimited.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN. If my bon. friend
wiil permît me to finish the sentence-it
defines the power wbich the legisiature may
exercise, defines the limit of their power
with. respect to the two languages. The
statute of 1877, together with the statute of
1892 deflning the power which the legisia-
ture of the Nortbwest Territorles shouid have
in that regard did not give the power to, do
away xvith the French language In the courts
or in the printing of the ordinances ; it was
therefore a limlted pomer. My hon. frieud
from Jacques Cartier, as I understand bis
motion, desires to eircumscribe the powers
of the provincial legisiature lu exactiy the
same way. The exercise of that power is

an absoiutely different tbing. Lt may lie
exercised in ont way or anlother. It bas
been exercised in a certain w'ay aiready, but
when we are dealing witb the lirnits of the
poNver let us not confuse thtein with the ex-
orcise of that pyower.

Mr. FITZI'ATRICK. But to do this
would be a departure from tbe British
North America Act. Wbat would become of
section W2 ?

Mr. R. L. BORIJEN. Wby, tbe Minister
of Justice bas told us over and over agail,
let us iîot forget, tbat we are absolutely
free to depart fromi section 92.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. S0 I say, and 1
want the hon. gentleman to say so likewise
by voting for this ameudment.

Mr'. R. L. BORDEN. I arn not dealing
wvitb tbe wisdonî of tbis amendinent, or its
constitutionaiity, I amn dealing witb tbe
îneaning of it. Did my bon. friend think
i was doing anytbing cise

Mr. BRODEUR. The resuit of tbe mo-
tion of my hon. friend would lie simpiy to
put tbe legisiature of the province in the
same position ns the assembly is to-day by
tbe iaw of 1890, which gave tbeni power to
aboiisb tbe use of French. Tbat was the
objeet parliameut had in 1890.

Mr. MONK. The bon. gentleman is mis-
takien, they have not abolisbed the French
language, they bave decided that the pro-
ceedings for the tirne being shall be in the
Engiisb language. Does not the bon. gentle-
mian think that tbey cau revoke tbat to-
morrow ?

Mr. BRODEUR. Certainiy, the local
legislature have power to restore nny Ian-
guage they like. La the province of On-
tario the legisiature can deciare to-morrow
Ibhat tbe proceedings shahl be piibiished iii
French.

Mr. MONK. WVbat does the bon. gentle-
manx mean wben lie. says tbey have abolisb-
cd the Frencb language ?

Mr. BRODEUR. I mean that they do flot
use it any mnore. There was a resolution
p)Issed, whicb I quoted a few moments ago,
declaring that the only officiai language
i tbe legisiative assernbly sbouid be En-
glisb. Does that mean that tbe French Ian-
guage can be used any longer in tbeir pro-
ceedings ? I do not think so. Weli, then,
let us take the situation as we find it. I
say the assernby bas given its decision On
that point, bas exercised the authority which
was vested in it by this parlarnent. it bas
aiways been the policy of this government
to accept the situation as we find it, we
have done S0 ou the scbooi question, and
we wiil do so with regard to the French
language.
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