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time—certainly the first—But in any case,
the same rule applies to imperial troops.

Mr. SPROULE. They could get there
quicker. ]
The MINISTER OF MILITIA AND

DEFENCE. Very little. I may add that all
the conditions in relation to this matter
and all the arguments placed in my hands
by the officers, notably, Colonel Evans, were
made known to the Commander in Chief
and the war office, and I have given their
decision. .

The MINISTER OF FINANCE. As Mon-
day will be Private Bills day, the Grand
Trunk Pacific Railway Bill will take up a
good deal of the time, and we shall then
probably go into the estimates.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned
at 12.15 a.m., Saturday.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

MoxpAy, August 10, 1903.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at Three
o’clock.

MOUNTED POLICE ACT AMENDMENT.

The PRIME MINISTER (Rt. Hon. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier) moved for leave to intro-
duce Bill (No. 242) to amend the Mounted
Police Act, 1894. He said : At present the
North-west Mounted Police Act contains a
disposition to the effect that the force shall
not be charged with any duty under or in
connection with any municipal Bill. There
is no objection to that disposition as con-
cerns the North-west Territories, because
there the municipal authorities enforce
their own by-laws. But in the Yukon Ter-
ritory the mounted police enforce all laws
and ordinances, including the by-laws of
Dawson, and doubt has been raised as to
their legal authority to do so. The amend-
ment is merely to authorize them to enforce
the municipal by-laws.

Motion agreed to, and Bill read a first
time,

GRAND TRUNK PACIFIC RAILWAY.

House resumed consideration of the motion
of Mr. McCarthy for the third reading of
Bill (No. 64) to incorporate the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway Company, and the amend-
ment of Mr. Fowler thereto.

Mr. G. W. FOWLER (King’s, N.B..
When the hour for Private Bills expired on
Wednesday last, I was pointing out the ad-
visability of extending the proposed branch
line of the Grand Trunk Pacific to St. John
by way of the St. John river valley rather
than by the proposed route by Chipman.
The advantages which I stated existed in
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favour of the former route were that it
would be much shorter than the proposed
route by way of Chipman, very much short-
er to the nearest Atlantic port, and at the
same time the grades would be very much
easier than could possibly be obtained for
the route by way of Chipman. I pointed
out that the Chipman route would carry the
road to the interior part of the province of
New Brunswick, that part which forms the
watershed of the rivers Tobique and Mira-
michi, and that that part of the country is
very rugged and mountainous, and abounds
in lakes, which would necessitate very wide
detours, thereby largely increasing the mile-
age. It is beyond question the fact that
the road, if carried by way of Chipman,
would be at least 50 or 60 miles longer than
by the St. John river valley route. Going
from Edmundston the road would be short-
ened by not following the western sweep of
the St. John river from that point to Fred-
ericton, but striking off and making a
straight line direct from Edmundston to
Fredericton, and then following the valley
of the river down to the city of St. John.
This would give not only a much shorter
line than the proposed line, but very much
easier grades, which is the most important
consideration .perhaps in selecting a line for
the transcontinental railway. The grades
upon the other route proposed would be
very difficult indeed, and much greater than
they are at the present time upon the line
of the Intercolonial. I do not suppose, Mr.
Speaker, it is necessary for me to dwell any
longer on these points at this stage. If we
may judge from appearances, it is evidently
the intention of the government to force
this route by the way of Chipman. It is
said to be by way of Chipman, but, as a
matter of fact, following the route outlined
by the Prime Minister, the main line will
run some 30 miles from Chipman, which,
of course, will place St. John at a still great-
er disadvantage than if the route went di-
rect to Chipman. But the interests of St.
John do mot appear to be much considered
by this government, nor do I think the in-
terests of the country generally appear to
be very much considered, because in con-
sidering the interests of St. John the gov-
ernment would be at the same time con-
sidering the best interests of the country
with respect to this transcontinental rail-
way. I therefore move this amendment :

That the said Bill be referred back to the
Committee of the Whole, with instructions that
they have power to amend the same by provid-
ing that a branich line be built from the pro-
posed main trunk line of the Grand Trunk Paci-
fic Railway, beginning at a point at or near
where said trunk line crosses the Nashwaak
river, and thence extending, by way of Frederic-
ton and the valley of the St. John river, to St.
John city.

Mr. L. G. McCARTHY (North Simcoe).
Lest there might be some request for an ex-
planaticn. I simply desire to say that the
hon. gentleman (Mr. Fowler) moved the same
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